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January 23, 2015
~
Governing Body
; .·.- , / )
'
Zachary Shandler, Assistant City Attorney,~
Kelley A. Brennan, City Attorney
Money to hire Independent Consultant for Redistricting

ITEM AND ISSUE:

The City Attorney's office is seeking money to hire an independent consultant and
the City Clerk's office is seeking money to hire a stenographer and provide for
maps for the new Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission in planning for
and completing the city council redistricting in advance of the 2016 election.
BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY:

On or about January 2, 2014, the City of Santa Fe annexed new portions of land,
which included approximately 13,250 citizens, most of whom reside in Council
District 3. (This discrepancy in citizens per council district will likely expose the
City to legal challenge prior to the 2016 city elections.) On March 4, 2014, the
voters of Santa Fe adopted a new provision in the City Charter to require the City
Council to create an Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission. Ordinance
#2014-37, adopted on December 10, 2014, established the Independent
Citizens' Redistricting Commission. One provision of the ordinance requires City
staff to procure the services of an independent consultant to advise the
Commission on map boundary issues. Another provision of the ordinance
requires the Commission to begin work on or about February 1, 2015.
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
*The City Attorney's office recommends approval to: (a) receive money to hire an
independent consultant, set the budget amount at no more than $25,000 and
receive $25,000 from an unidentified source to Business Unit 12005, Line Item
51 0200-Legal Services; and (b) receive money to hire stenographer services and
print Precinct/District maps, set the budget amount at $3,1 00 for these services
and receive $3,100 from an unidentified source to the City Clerk's Budget in Line
Items 12006.510300 (Professional Services - $2,1 00) and 12006.51800 (Printing
/Publishing- $1 ,000).

*The City Attorney's office seeks direction from the Finance Director to identify
the unidentified source of funds.
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