
1 CITY OF SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

2 ORDINANCE NO. 2008 - 29 

3 

4 

5 AN ORDINANCE 

I' ~. 

6 AMENDING SECTION 14-3.9 SFCC 1987 REGARDING DEVELOPMENT IN SP&CJ;AL 

7 FWOD HAZARD AREAS, SECTION 14-8.3 SFCC 1987 REGARDING.FLOOD 

8 REGULATIONS, SECTION 14-11.S(C) SFCC 1987 REGARDING PENALTIES FOR 

9 VIOLATIONS OF FLOOD REGULATIONS; AND MAKING SUCH OTHER RELATED 

10 CHANGES TO CHAPTER 14 SFCC 1987 AS ARE NECESSARY. 

11 

12 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF SANTA FE: 

13 

14 

Section 1. Table 14-2.1-1: Review and Decision-Making Bodies and 

Responsibilities (being Ord. No. 2001-38, §2 as amended) is amended to read: 

, ,.,.l 
" 

the General Plan 

Amendments to 14-3.3 RID RlREC RlREC RIREC 

the Text of the (some) (some) 
"' .;~." 

Code 

Annexations 14.3.4 RID RlREC R/REP 

Rezonings RID RlREC	 R(for R R 

Redvt. (if referred) (if referred) 

Districts) 
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Special 14-3.6 A 

Exceptions 

Subdivisions of 

Land 

Development 

Plans 

Development in 

Special Flood 

Hazard Areas 

Building Permits 

Certicficates of 

Occupancy 

Archaeological 

Clearance Permits 

Demolition of 

Historic Structure 

Minor Modifications 

Variances 

NOTES: 

14-3.7 

14-3.8 

14-3.9 

14-3.10 

14-3.11 

14-3.13 

14-3.14 

14-3.15 

14-3.16 

GB = Governing Body 

PC = Planning Commission 

BOA = Board of Adjustment 

A 

A 

A 

A 

RID
 

A (some)
 

RID RID (some)
 

A (some)
 

A [A]
 

A (some) A
 

RID RID RID (some) 

(some) 

"A" = Appeal 

"R"=Review 

RID 

"RID" = Review and Decision 

.RlkEP 

""'; 

PlooctPtai. 

4<. Administrator 

RID 

')0R(D 

(~·Offk:e) .... .~ 

RID 

R 

(ifreferre4) 

BCD = BCD Design Review Committee "RlREC" = Review and Recommendation 

HDRB = Historic Design Review Board 
" RlREP" = Review and Report 

AC = Archaeological Committee 

PLUD = Land Use Department Staff 
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Section 2. Section 1....2.3(C)(5) SFCC 1987 (being Ord. No. 2001-38, §2 as" 

amended) is amended to read: 

(5) Appeals 

The Planning Commission is the principal City administrative board 

reviewing and granting or denying appeals from decisions of: 

(a) The Summary Committee; 

(b) City staff regarding the zoning regulations set forth in all areas 

except the Historical Districts and the Archaeological RevieY( , 

Districts, and the subdivision regulations set forth in Article 1.... 

9, provided that the request is also part of a development plan Or 

(c) 

subdivision request requiring the Planning Commission's 

approval; 

City staff regarding the terrain management regulations (§14'7 

,;,; 

.;;>.. 

':J' 

(d) 

8.2) and the Escarpment Overlay District(§ 14-5.6); and 

Floodplain Administrator regarding development in Special ..." -

, ' 

Flood Hazard Areas (§ 14-3.9) and the flood regulations (§ 14

< . 

" 

. i 

: 

8.3) when it is alleged there is an error in any requirement, 

decision, or determination in the enforcement or administration 

of these sections. 

Section 3. Section 1....2.3(C)(6) SFCC 1987 (being Ord. No. 2001-38, §2 as 

amended) is amended to read: 

(6) Variances of Escarpment Regulations and Flood Regulations 

(a) The Planning Commission is the principal City administrative 

board reviewing and granting or denying requests for variances 

from escarpment regulations set forth in § 14-5.6. When deciding 
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, " 

variances the Planning Commission shall use the criteria set·;, 

forth in §14-5.6(K)(I). 

(b) The Planning Commission is the principal City$dministratiWJ, 
.'	 J 

board reviewing and granting or denying'requests for vari~"
.' 

from development in Special Flood Hazard Areas set &>rthift" 
.. " - ;"., ~~~"' 

§14-3.9 and flood regulations set forth in§ 1~8.3. When 't 
,	 .: ·t·..· 

. ',\

deciding variances the Planning Commission shall use the 
,,>;. 

criteria set forth in §14-3.9(E).. 

Section 4. Section 14-3.9 SFCC 1987 (beiag Ord. No. 2001-38, II) Is ~.' ~: " 

to read: 

14-3.9 DEVELOPMENT IN SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS 

(A)	 Applicability
 

Any plat governed by Article 14-9 or in some part within the Special FlOOd
 
-. 

Hazard Area shall meet the requirements ofthis section and §14-8.3 ~d sb8:U ~,. 

have the approval and signature ofthe Floodplain Administrator.' 

(B)	 Administration by Floodplain AdministratC)l" 

.... 
(I)	 The Floodplain Administrator shall administer and enforce this ~n 

and other appropriate sections of44 CFR (National Flood Insuran(:e' , 

,Program Regulations) pertaining to floodplain management. Ifthfi" .. 
Floodplain Administrator finds a violation of the provisions,of§§ 1~J.,9, 

.~ . 

and 14-8.3, the Floodplain Administrator shatl;notify the person 

responsible for such violation, indicating the nature ofthe vipJatiGltlUtd" 

ordering the action necessary to correct it. If the violation is not 

corrected, legal action shall be taken 30 days afternotificatiorfoftbe :" 

violation. 
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(h)	 When base flood elevation data has not been provided in 

accordance with §14-8.3(B), the Floodplain Administrator shan 

obtain, review and reasonably utilize any base flood elevation 
"~~ , 

data and floodway data available from federal, state or other 

source, in order to administer the provisions of §14-8.3(C); 

(i)	 When a regulatory floodway has not been designated, the 

Floodplain Administrator shall require that no new constn.rction, 

substantial improvements, or other developm~nt(including fill) 

shall be pennitted within Zones A and AE on the City's Flood 

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), unless it is demonstrated that the 

cumulative effect ofthe proposed development, when combined . 

with all other existing and anticipated development, will not 

increase the base flood elevation ofthe base flood more than one 

foot at any point within the City; 

(j)	 Establish a floodplain management program to meet the 

prerequisites for the sale of flood insurance as set forth in the 

National Flood Insurance Program Regulations (44 CFR part 

59.22); and 

(1<)	 Maintain a record of all actions involving an appeal and shall 

report varianCes to the Federal Emergency Management A~~' 

upon request. 

(C)	 Enforcement 

(1)	 An application for a permit, license, or certificate pertaining to the use of 

land or building in any Special Flood Hazard Area shall be approve(! by 

the Floodplain Administrator. 
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(2) 

(3)	 Whenever it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the 

provisions of §§14-3.9 and 14-8.3, the Floodplain Administrator ~y .. 

enter such buildings or premises at a reasonable time to inspeetthe same . 

or to perform any duty imposed upon the Floodplain Administrator by 

this section provided that if such building or premises be occupied, the 

Floodplain Administrator shall first present proper identifICation and' 

demand entry, and if such building or premises be unoccupied, the .. 

Floodplain Administrator shall first make a reasonable effort to loeatethc 
:::... 

owner or other persons having charge or control of the building or
 

premises and demand entry. If entry is refused, the City shall proceed to
 

obtain a search warrant by filing a complaint made before the magistrate
 

court or district court upon oath or affirmation. The complaint shall .
 

state:
 

(a)	 The particular building, premises or portion thereofsought t~be
 

inSPected;
 

(b)	 That the owner or occupant of the building, premises or ~on ..
 

thereof, has refused entry;
 

(c)	 That inspection of the building, premises oT portions thel'e(lf is·· ~:. 
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necessary to detennine whether it complies with the 

requirements ofthis section; 

(d) The particular provisions of §§14·3.9 and 14-8.3 sought to be 

enforced; . 

(e) Any other reasoJ} necessitating the inspection. including 

knowledge or belief that a particular condition exi5t$ in the' ¥. 

building, premises or portion thereof which constitutes a 

violation of§§14-3.9 and 14-8.3; and 

(f) That the complainant is authorized by the City ito lPake the .. 

inspection. .J~_ 

(4) Each Floodplain Administrator shall carry identification indicating the 

Floodplain Administrator's authority and shall presentsuch ideatificatiqn . 

to the magistrate court or district court for the purpose of this sectioft.804t ... 

to other persons, when requested to do so during the performance ol~e 

Floodplain Administrator's duty. No owner or occupant or any other 

person having charge, care or control ofany building Qr premises shall . 
• <. 

fail or neglect, after proper demand is made, to promptly pennitattryby, 

the Floodplain Administrator for the purpose of inspection and 

examination pursuant to this section. 

(5) The powers and duties ofthe Floodplain Administrator relative to 

obstructions in a Special Flood Hazard Area shall include the following: . 

(a) Where an obstruction to a floodway has been created by fallen 

trees, silt, debris and like matter, the City may remove the 

obstruction; and 

(b) Where, after investigation, an order has been issued to the owner 
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of an obstmction for its removal or repair and the order is not. . 

complied with, within such reasonable time as may be prescribe<t 
.1 

by the City or if the owner cannot be foundbr determin~the o' • 

City may cause such removal or repairs to be made. The 

reasonable cost of the removal or repairs shall constitute a lien 

against the lot from which the obstruction was removed or on 

which it was repaired. The lien shall be foreclosed in the hlann~.. 

provided in §§ 3-36-1 through 3-36-5 NMSA 1978. 

(D)	 Appeals 

The Planning Commission shall hear appeals as set forth in §14-2.3(C)(5)(d).. 

(E)	 Variances 

Variances to §14-8.3 may be approved by the Planning Commission as follows: 

(I)	 Variances may be issued for the reconstruction, rehabilitation or 

restoration of structures listed on the National Register of Historic Places '., . 

or the State Inventory of Historic Places, without reg~d to the 

procedures set forth in this paragraph (E). 

(2)	 Variances may be issued for new construction and substantial 

improvements to be erected on a lot of one-halfacre or less in size 

contiguous to and surrounded by lots with existing structures constru~, 

below the base flood level, providing the relevant factors in paragraphs 

(5) and (6) below have been fully considered. As the lot size increases 

beyond the one-halfacre, the technical justification required for issuing '0' 

the variance increases. 

(3) Variances shall not be issued within any designated floodway ifany'/' 

... '.

increase in flood levels during the base flood discharge would result. 
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(4) Variances may be issued for the repair or rehabilitation of histori9 

s~ctures UPOIl a determination that the proposed·~iror rehabilitation 

will not preclude the structure's continued designation as a historic 

structure and the variance is the minimum necessaIy to preserve the, . 

.. "
~' 

historic character and design of the structure. 

(5) Variances may be approved for new construction and sUbstantial 
~ -~. 

improvements and for other development necessary for the conduct o~. 
~"" ~ 

functionally dependent use provided that: 

(a) The criteria outlined in paragraphs (2), (3) and (6) ofthis >, t 

: -' 

paragraph (E) are met, and 

(b) The structure or other development is pro~ ~y methods that' ..~. 

minimize flood damages during the base flooQ and· creilte no· 

additional threats to public safety. .~ 

." " 

(6) The prerequisites for granting variances are: 

(a) Variances shall only be issued upon ~ determination ttuu tbe'~ 

variance is the minimum necessary, consideririgthe flood 
~ .' ''"-,. 

hazard, to afford relief. 

(b) Variances shall only be issued upon: 

(i) 

(ii) 

Showing a good and sufficient cause; 

'J 

A determination that failure to grant thevariance'WOUld 
. 

., 

result in exceptional hardship to the appliC8ftt, and . 

(iii) A determination, that the granting of a variance will not 

result in increased flood heights, aqditi'onal tlu-eats,io 

public safety, extraordinary public expense, create 
,'I'~ 

nuisances, cause fraud on or victimization Qf,the'pubijc,¥ ,~ 
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or conflict with existing local laws or ordinances. 
" . 

>, 

(7) The Planning Commission may attach such conditions to the granting of 
" 

variances as it deems necessary to further the purpose and objectives of 

§14-8.3. 

(8)	 Any application to whom a variance is granted shall be given Writtett 

. :';notice that the structure may be permitted to be built with the lowest
 

floor elevation below the base flood elevation, and that the cost of flqod" ,
 

insurance will be commensurate with the increased risk~ulting froln 
1- -,
 

the reduced lowest floor elevation.
 

Section 5. Section 14-8.3 SFCC 1987 (being Ord. No. 2001-38t §2 as amellfW) 
,:'i-_ 

is amended to read: 

14-8.3 FWODREGULATIONS 

(A)	 Adoption of Special Flood Hazard Areas 

(1)	 The City adopts the Special Flood Hazard Areas identified by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in the current scientifte aDd " 

engineering report entitled, "The Flood Insurance Study (FIS) fur santa' 

Fe County, New Mexico and Incorporated Areas", effeetive date June 

17,2008, with accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) 

effective date June 17, 2008 and subsequent Letters ofMap Amendment 

and Letters ofMap Revision as approved by FEMA. 

(2)	 The City adopts and establishes other flood hazard areas or elevations as 
;:- . 

identified in: 

(a)	 Subsequent drainage studies prepared for and accepted by the .... ;. 

City; 

(b)	 Subsequent Letters of Map Amendment and Letters ofMap 
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Revision, as prepared for and accepted by FEMA; and 

(c) Other known flood hazard areas identified by the Floodplain 

Administrator and adopted by the Governing Body. 

(B)	 Engineering Criteria 

(I)	 When the analysis and determination of base flood elevation, Special 

Flood Hazard Area, floodway or flood fringe are required by the 

Floodplain Administrator, these designations shall adhere to professional 

hydrologic and hydraulic engineering techniques. In this regard, 

engineering practice manuals of the American Society ofCivil Enaine«s 

and similar competent manuals of professional hydrologic (Uld hydraulic . 

engineering techniques may be used in accordance with FEMA . 

requirements. In all cases, the base flood elevation or the boundary oftbO:" :' j': 

Special Flood Hazard Area or flood fringe, or the floodway shall be ' 

delineated by a given area's topographic land features and its physical 

characteristics. Professional hydrologic and hydraulic techniques, , 

supplemented with data obtained by field examination and surveys as 

necessary, will initially be used to delineate Special Flood Hazard Areas 

or base flood elevations on topographic maps. 

(2)	 The following objectives shall be evaluated by the Floodplain 

Administrator wherever a floodway is defined through hydrological 

methods. The Floodplain Administrator may, as becomes necessary, 

draft more detailed rules and regulations, pursuant to §14-3.9(B)(2):· 

(a)	 A floodway shall be designed to minimize erosion. Preferably a 

floodway shall be designed with a pervious bottom to allow 

infiltration to the subsurface; 

12 
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(b) Initial construction costs and estimated maintenance and repair > 

costs evaluated over the project life shall be considered; 

(c)	 City plans, ordinances and policies adopted by the Governing. 

Body shall be considered; 

(d)	 The effect of stonn runoff shall be analyzed by hydrologic 

methods to' ensure that any change in the Special Flood ~ 

Area will not unreasonably or adversely affect the Special Flooct, 

Hazard Area or cause its capacity to be exceeded; 

(e)	 Standing wave action and superelevation at horizontal curve . 

shall be detennined and adequate freeboard heights establi~ ." 

and 

(f)	 Channel slope and alignment shall be established by analysis of 
'~ , 

engineering data and hydraulic calculations. 

(C)	 Use Regulations 

(1)	 The requirements of this section are in addition to and not in lieu of·~er 

provisions of this chapter. 

(2)	 No new development or substantial improvemen~ shall be undertakeo;on' . 

lands within a Special Flood Hazard Area unless such erection or 

alteration shall be in compliance with the provisions ofthis section. 

(3)	 No uses shall be pennitted within the floodway, except those set out in' 

this paragraph provided that the uses do not constrict the flow:.otreduCe 

the carrying capacity, as follows: 

(a)	 Cultivating and harvesting of crops according to recognized soil 

conservation practices; 

(b)	 Pasture, grazing land and outdoor plant nursery; 
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(c) Wildlife sanctuary, woodland preserve, arboretwn; 

(d) Outlet installations for sewage treatment plants, sealed public 

water supply wells; 
".' 

(e) Passive recreational uses such as parks, picnib areas or trails; 

(f) Open area residential uses, such as lawns, gardens and play . 
" :' ,,' 

. 

areas; and.,. 

(g) Stormwater management and arroyo or watercourse stabil~on 

structures, such as check dams and gabions, if these struetvres 

are in compliance with all applicable state and federal 

regulations. 

(4) The provisions applying to the flood fringe are that: , .; ~ 

(a) All permits for construction within a flood fringe shall be 

reviewed by the Floodplain Administrator; 

(b) Storage, processing or disposal ofmaterials that in time of 

flooding are buoyant, flammable, explosive, toxic or could be 

injurious to human, animal or plant life, are prohibited within thO' . 

Special Flood Hazard Area; ;F 

(c) Railroads, streets, bridges, private and public utility lines and 

facilities, structural works for the control and handling of . 

floodflows, such as dams, embankments, floodwalls, velocity 

control structures or required storm drainage control and 

handling works, may be allowed within the Special FloOd 

Hazard Area if properly floodproofed and approved by the Ii; 

Floodplain Administrator; 

(d) All newly created lots shall contain a buildable area that is' . 

, 
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1 entirely outside ofa Special Flood Hazard Area; 

2 (e) Except as permitted in paragraph (5) of this section, ifan " '.. 

3 existing lot contains land both within and outside ofthe Special . 

4 Flood Hazard Area, any new construction, including roads and 

driveways, shall only occur on the portion outside ofthe Special 

6 Flood Hazard Area. If an existing lot contains no land outside of 

7 the Special Flood Hazard Area, any new constnlction, incillding 

8 roads and d.riveways shall only occur in the flood fringe upon . 

9 approval of a variance from the Planning Commission as set 

forth in §14-3.9(E) and shall conform to the provisions setfortb 

11 in paragraph (5), ofthis section; 
~, 

12 (f) On any application for subdivision plat or development plan 

13 approval, where the tract of land or portions thereofare located 

14 within a Special Flood Hazard Area, the Floodplain . 

Administrator shall require the submittal of detailed hydrologic 

16 data indicating the water surface elevations for a one percent 

17 chance event, to be shown for sections of the drainage cltanne~ at 

18 intervals ofno greater than 100 feet. The Special Flood Hazard 

19 Area shall be further defmed as floodway and flood fringe. ~ 

on-site investigation, the Floodplain Administrator may waive' 

21 the requirement for the submittal of detailed hydrologic data. A 

22 surveyor licensed in the State ofNew Mexico shall certify on the 

23 subdivision plat the FIRM zones, FIRM panel number and date. 
, 

24 The Special Flood Hazard Area shown on the platshall be ·t· 

accurately depicted by an architect, surveyor or engineer licensed 

, ,~ 
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in the State ofNew Mexico. If a development plan is required,- . 

the Special Flood Hazard Area shall be accurately depic~~'an-

architect, surveyor or engineer licensed in the State ofNew... 

Mexico. If both a plan and development plan are required,.Ol1Iy 

the plat is required to be signed by the architect, surveyor ~ . 

engineer; 

(g)	 All development, including excavation and fill t>pe'rations,withm. 

Special Flood Hazard Areas shall receive approval front dJe 

Floodplain Administrator prior to beginning any work; 

(h)	 In drainageways where there is evidence ofundercutting atld 

bank erosion, the Floodplain Administrator may require an, 

•additional set back. The additional set back9istance shall be 

determined by the Floodplain Administrator based on soils.and 

hydrologic information supplied by the applicant;, 

(i)	 For purposes ofthis section, the ~peCial Flood Hazard Aree shall 

be as shown on the appropriate FIRM. Flood fringe, flood way 

and base flood elevation shall be shown as required by the 

Floodplain Administrator; 

(j)	 No fence, wall, or similar structure shall be erected in or across' 
any arroyo, stream, or watercourse; and 

(k)	 In A and AE Zones, recreational vehicles shall be: 

(i)	 Elevated and anchored; or 

(ii)	 On the site for less than 180 consecutive days; or 

(iii)	 Fully licensed and hi$hway ready. 

(5)	 Structures or uses within the flood fringe portion ofdte. Special Flood' 
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','<It,'Hazard Area upon the approval of a variance by the Planning 

Commission, to the extent that they are not prohibited by any other city 

ordinances, plans and policies, shall meet the following requirements: 

(a) Residential or nonresidential structures, to be constnlctedor 

substantially improved in the flood fringe, shall hav~ the 

elevation of the lowest floor not less than one foot above the' 

level ofthe base flood elevation. Where existing streets or 

utilities are at elevations which make compliance with this 

provision infeasible, or in other special circumstances, the 

Floodplain Administrator may authorize other teChniques for 

protection ofthe structures; 

(b) Structures shall be designed and constructed to withstand flood. 
: 

conditions at the proposed construction site; 

(c) New construction and substantial improvements, with fully 

enclosed areas below the lowest floor that Me subject to flooding 

shaH be designed to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood 

forces on exterior walls by allowing for the entry and exit of .. 

floodwaters. Designs for meeting this requirement shall either be 

certified by a New Mexico registered professional engineer or 

architect or meet or exceed the following minimum criteria: .. 

(i) A minimum of two openings on different walls having a 

total net area of not less than one square inch for every ,;. 

square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding shall be . 

provided; 

(ii) The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one 
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foot above finished grade; and 

(iii)	 Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves, 

or other coverings or devices provided that they permit 

the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters. 
. " 

(d)	 All new construction or substantial improvements shall be 

constructed with electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbin&and' 

air conditioning equipment and other service facilities that are. , 

designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or 

accumulating within the components during conditions of 

flooding; 

(e)	 Sanitary and storm sewer drains shall be equipped'with valves . 

capable of being closed, manually or automatically, to prevent .. ' . 

backup of sewage and storm waters into the building or 

structure; 

(f)	 The base flood elevation shall be certified by a surveyor Iitensed 

in the State ofNew Mexico and superimposed on the site pl$ll. 

The base flood elevation shall be accurately depicted by an 

architect licensed in the State ofNew Mexico on the elevatiOn 

drawings for all sides of the building. The site pian and elevation 

drawings shall be submitted to the Land Use Department for ' 

issuance of a building permit. The elevation drawings shall'also 

indicate the lowest floor elevation and location of all wi~\Vs, 

doors or other openings. The Floodplain Administrator may 

request additional data for the building permit ifdeemed 

necessary; 
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(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

Before issuance of a building permit for the construction of a . 

structure in the flood fringe, a professional engineer licensed iJl 

the state ofNew Mexico shall certify that the structure has beeIl 

designed to conform with the provisions ofparagraphs (5)(c)(i) 

through (5XcXiii) of this section, and that the bottom ofall 

openings in the enclosure are no more than one foot above the. 

base flood elevation. The same professional engineer that 

certifies that the structure is designed to conform with the 

provisions of paragraphs (5)(c)(i) through(5)(cXiii) of_is 

. section shall also certify, upon completion of the structure. that' 

construction complies with the submitted plans; 

A manufactured home or mobile home shall be elevated on 

compacted fill or pilings. The lowest floor oftbe manufactured .. ' 

home or mobile home shall be no less than one foot abovetlK' 

level ofthe base flood elevation; 

Manufactured or mobile homes shall be anchored to resist 

flotation, collapse or lateral movement by providing: . 

(i)	 Over-the-top ties at each of the four comers. with ~ 

additional ties per side at intermediate locations and for .. 

manufactured or mobile homes less than 50 feet long, . 

one over the-top tie at each of the four comers is 

required; 

(ii)	 Frame ties at each comer of the manufactured or mobile 

home with five additional ties per side at intermediate 

points and for manufactured or mobile homes less than 

. 'J.~" 

. , 
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50 feet long, four ties are required per side; 

(iii)	 All components of the anchor system shall be capable of·' 

carrying a force of 4,800 pounds; and 

(iv)	 Additions to the manufactured home or mobile home 

shall be similarly anchored. 

G)	 For existing manufactured or mobile home parks located in the . 

Special Flood Hazard Area, a vehicular circulation plan 

indicating alternative vehicular access and escape routes during 

the one percent chance event shall be suhmittedas P.art ofany 

improvement, construction or development project; 

(k)	 No new manufactured homes, mobile homes or foundations for 

either type of structure, shall be permitted in the Special Flood 

Hazard Area. 

(D)	 Amendment to Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 

(1) Amendments to the established base flood elevations'and Special Flood . 
:~ " 

Hazard Areas may be initiated either by the Floodplain AdministratOr·Of·: 

by any other person through application to FEMA. Such application shall 

be accompanied by sufficient copies of supporting plans and reports as' 

may be required by FEMA meeting the minimum requirements of the 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). If the application is not made 

by the Floodplain Administrator, a copy of the submittal to FEMA shatl· 

be forwarded to the Floodplain Administrator. Submission ofinaccurate 

information with an application is grounds for denial from FEMA.The 

Floo~plain Administrator may provide comments to FEMA on any 

submittal for a map change. 

20 . \ .. 
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1 (2) In addition to the change described in paragraph (1) above and on the 

2 basis of hydrologic data, the Governing Body may change the
 

3
 established flood hazard areas by adoption ofan ordinance. Such 

4 amendment may be for non-FEMA approved changes but shall not be
 

less restrictive than FEMA requirements. Where the change affects land
 

6
 owned by persons other than the applicant, all affected property owners
 

7
 shall be notified of the change by certified mail, return receipt requested.
 

8
 The signed receipts shall be submitted to the Floodplain Administrator.. 

9 (a)	 The Governing Body's decision to add or amend a flood hazard 

area shall be based on any appropriate infonnation, mcludUlg 

11 detailed engineering analysis and recommendations in reports 

12 and plans done by or for the City or other governing agencies. 

including those prepared for building permits and subdivisions. 

14 

13 

(b)	 If the Governing Body denies a change to the flood h~ area, 

the reasons for denial shall be stated in a written report. 

16 (c) Prior to approval by the Governing Body, the Floodplain· 

17 Administrator shall notify the State Coordinator for the NFIP at .. 

18 the New Mexico Department of Homeland Security and ...' ~ 

19 Emergency Management.
 

I (3) If major alterations to a watercourse are proposed adjacent to the
 
'.,~ 

21 corporate limits of the City of Santa Fe, the Floodplain Administrator 

22 shall notify the Santa Fe County Manager and Santa Fe County 

23 Floodplain Administrator of such proposal. 

24 (E)	 Warning and Disclaimer of Liability 

The degree of flood protection intended to be provided by this section is . 

,. 

21 



::-' 

. -~ 

1 considered reasonable for regulatory purposes and is based 00 engineering and
 

2
 scientific methods ofstudy. Larger floods may occur on occasipns or the fIoOCI 
'. 

,,"". 

height may be increased by natural or man-made causes. ,This section does Dot
 

4
 

3 

imply that areas outside the Special Flood Hazard, Area, flood hazard area (If Ian4 
5 uses pennitted within such area will always be totally free from flooding or~ ...
 

6
 damages. This section shall not create liability on the part ofthe .Goveming' '~: 

Body or any official, employee or agent thereof for any flood <lamages that result.
 

8
 

7 

from reliance on this section or any administrative decisiOl). laWfully made 

hereunder. 

10 

9 

Section 6. [REPEAL.] Section 14-11.S(C) (being Ord. No. 2001-38, §2) is 

11 repealed. 

12 Section 7. [NEW MATERIAL.] The following definitions shU be addecUo 

13 Article 14-12 SFCC 1987 (being Or-d. #2001-38, §2 as amended): 

14 BASE FLOOD ELEVATION (BFE) 

15 The elevation shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and found in the accomp8tiyin,g 

16 Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for Zones A and AE that indicates the water surface elevation . . ,'-, 

17 resulting from the flood that has a one percent chance of equaling or exceeding that level in any 

18 given year, also called the base flood. 

19 FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR 

20 The person(s) designated by the Land Use Director to administer the city's flood regulations. Tbe 
l . 

21 person(s) shall be a New Mexico Certified Floodplain Manager as set forth in 3-1~-7 NMSA .. 

22 '~ .,~.1978. The Floodplain Administrator may delegate any task assigned to the Floodplain • ~._ •• '1-, .,.,:,., 

23 Administrator set forth in this Chapter to an appropriate staff member who is also a New Mexico· • 

24 Certified Floodplain Manager. 

25 . FLOODPROOFING 

22 
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Any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, or adjustments to structures 

which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real property, water and 

sanitary facilities, structures and their contents. 

ONE PERCENT CHANCE EVENT 

The flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. Same-as 

base flood. 

SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA 

As used in §14-8.3, the land in the floodplain within the City subject to a -I percent or greater 

chance of flooding in any given year. After detailed ratemaking has been completed in 

preparation for publication of the FIRM, Zone A usually is refmed into Zones A, AB; X or shaded 

X. For the city, the special flood hazard area shall be further defined as floodwayand flood 

fringe. 

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE 

As used in §14-8.3, damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of restoring 

the structure to it's before damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of the market 

value of the structure before the damage occurred. 

Section 8. The following definitions in Article 14-12 SFCC 1987 (being Ord. 

#2001-38, §2 as amended) are amended to read: . "~. . 

WATER SURFACE ELEVATION 

As used in §14-8.3, the height in relation to the North American Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 1988-, 

(or other datum where specified) of floods of various magnitudes and frequencies in riverine 

floodplains. : .
 

CITY ENGINEER
 

An employee of the Land Use Department of the City who is both a registered professional'
 

engineer and a certified floodplain manager in the State ofNew Mexico.
 

23 
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1 'DEVELOPMENT 

2 Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not limited to 

3 buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or driUing , 

4 operations. As used in §14-8.3, development also includes the storage of equipment or materials. 

FLOOD FRINGE 

6As used in §14-8.3, the portion of the Special Flood Hazard Area that in the one percent ch8nce ' 

7 event will: 

8 (A) On a predominantly residential premises, neither attain a maximum depth greater 

9 than one foot nor exceed a numerical product of four when the velocity ofthC " 

flood waters in feet-per-second is multiplied by the depth in feet; or 

11 (B) On a premises not predominantly residential neither attain a maximum depth 

12 greater than two feet nor exceed a numerical product of seven when the veloci9' 

13 of the flood waters in feet-per-second is multiplied by the depth in feet. 

14 FLOODWAY 

The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that shall be reserved in ' 

16 order to discharge the one percent chance event without cumulatively increasing the water surface . ' 

17 elevation more than one foot in height. 

18 FREEBOARD 

19 As used in §14-8.3, a factor of safety usually expressed in feet above a base flood elevationfor . 

purposes of floodplain management. Freeboard tends to compensate for the many unknown 

21 factors that could contribute to flood heights greater than the height calculated for a selected size . 

22 flood and floodway conditions, such as wave actions, bridge openings and the hydrological effeOi' 

23 . or urbanization of the watershed. 

24 LOWEST FLOOR 

As used in §14-8.3, the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An 

24
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,unfinished or flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking or vehicles, building access or 

storage in an area other than a basement area is not considered a building's lowest floor; provided 

that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the applicable ; 

nonelevation design requirement of§60.3 of the National Flood Insurance Program regulations. 

START OF CONSTRUCTION 

j As used in §14-83, the date the building pennit was issued, provided the ac~a1~ of 

construction, repair, reconstruction, placement, or other improvement was within 180 days oftile 

pennit date. The actual start means either the first placement of permanent construction o~ a:" 

structure on a site, such as the pouring of slabs or footings, the installation ofpiles,the 

construction ofcolumns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation; or the placement ofa 

manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not include land prepara~ 

such as clearing, grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/ol' 

walkways; nor does it incl~e excavation for a basement, footings, piers or foundations or'the ,,' 

erection oftemporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory 

buildings such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not as part of the main 

structure. 

Section 9. [REPEAL.] The following definitions in Article 14-12SFCC Im::'\ 

(being Ord. #2001...38, §2) are repealed. 

[APPEAL 

As used iR §14 8.3, 11 fefluest fef 11 N,,.itWI aftke tleaEiplain a4miRilHflltet"S iRteFPf~ at' 8ftY 

pre'/isieR arthis seatieR ar 11 Fefluest fer 11 ·lllrillRee.] 

[AREA OF SHALLOW FLOODING , ' 

'"·.·.r, _ 

As uses iR §14 8.3, 11 sesigRlltes 1'.0, AH, erVO zeRe aR tke City's tleefl iR9tIRlRee Fate IMp " 

(FJRM) witk 11 1 pereeRt ehaRee af greater l1RRual ehaRee af tlaasiRg ta l1R a...erege septh aCHe :f 

feet wheN 11 elellff.y setiRes ehllRReI sees Ret eKi9t; where the path ef tleediRg is _resieteht. 
" 
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1 &lui WReFe veloeity floriit' may ~e e·IiEleat. S\tell flooEliftg is ehereeteriMEI b~ peaEliRg er slieet 

2 ~] 

3 [AREA OF SPECIIA. FLOOD IlAZAIlD 

4 As \tseEi ift §14 8.3, tile lanEi ift tile flooEiplain withift the City subjeet to a I peNeat or greater 

eh8ftee ar flaoEliftg ift an~' gFfeft year. The area RtQ~' he ElesigaateEl 85 bORe A eR the ftaed ~ 

6 bouftElary m~ (FHBM). After EletaileEl Fetemskiftg has beeft eampleteEl ift prep8l'ftt:iaR fe. .. 

, " 

.;...';.... ........,;,,'
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ptthlieatiaft ahhe fifHl, bofte A \tsuall)' is refineEl iato Zeftes A, AB, AH; .4..:0, Al 99, YO, Vf3o. 

:VB ar U J'I' Y. 

i 
'CRITIC....,L nATURE
 

As useEl ift §14 8.3, 8ft ifttegral8ftEl reMily iElefttifia~le pert era fleeEl pFElteetieR system; 'Nithe
 

'-"'hieh tile flaaEl proteetioR pre·/iEleEl-h)· the efttire system vlo\tIEl be eotRpremisetl.]
 

[EXISTING CONSTRUCTION
 

As \tseEl ift §14 8.3, fer the purpose ofEleteMiniftg Fetes, stAlEltttres fer whielt the start'sf 
.,'
 

eoftstRietioft eommefteeEl befere the effeetFl8 Elate of the flooEl iRs\tf8lleeFete map a. hefefe, .,
 

January 1, 1975. BKistiRg eOftstRtetioR Hl8y also be refeff'eEl to as eKistiRg 9tAl6tt:tfes.]
 

'[FLOOD ELEVaTION DETEIlMINftfION
 

As HseEl ift §14 8.3, a EletefHliRatioR by the feEleFeI iRSUF8Ree MmiftiwatioR oCthe ..",ater ~
 

. ,elevatiofts of the ORe ItttRefeEl }'eaP flooEl.] 
, . 

{FLOOD ELEVATION S~Y 

As useEl ift §14 8.3, 8ft eK&fftinatieft, e'/aluatiaft 8ftEl EleleffilinatioR af flooEl ~, 8ftfl if '~r~' 

, 

apprapriate, earrespaREliRg water sttrfaee ele'/atiaR, ar an e*6RliRatieR, e"/aN&tieft MEl.
 

deteFfll:iftatiaft of muElsliE1e, i.e., Rl\tElflew, ar fiaoEl relateEl eresiaft :h:amFds.]
 

[FLOOD HAZARD ....REA
 

As useEl ift §14 8.3, bafte A aR the flaaEl hamrEI ~oH:RElaFy map ar bORes A anEl 8 eft die ftoe4 , .
 

iRSyraRee Fete map, or the aPea afa eh8ftRel ar ElF8iftage>l/ay, whieh ElFeiRS five or more aeres,"
 

26 
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'.vhieh vAll be itluadated by flaad fleYtrs as a result eHhe aBe RuBdred ye&F ~.Re)' Reed, 

''''chethef af Bet tAe flead ~ 8Fe8 ef fie..', liBes &Fe sheWR \IPSA the fleed AeMN be.ul81)' "", ," , 

¥ ~r 

er flaed h8Z!8F<:l rate map.] 
"~ .. " 

, 

[FLOOD PUdN OR FLOOD PRONE .\REA l'~s used ift §14 8.3, 8fty l_d area _e'l"iW, te' ", 

"eiag itlUt1:dated ~r water fFem8fly seuree (see defHlitietl effleediftg).] 
,

[FLOOD PROTECTION SYSTEM 

As used itl §14 8.3., these physieal stNetural werks fer '.\<hie fuftds I\8'le beeR auther. , " 
" 

> 

appfspriated 8ftd ~pet1:ded and ....chieA hft'J'e beeB estlstFHeted speeifieally te medi£)' flee,fiiftg i&, "; 
" 

erder te reduee the ~tet1:t efthe IWft5 withitl a City subjeet te a spesiel 1'1eefih8i!ftfEl8B4 the 
'" 

eK1:etlt efthe depths efasseeiated fleeditlg. SHeA a systelB ~ieally it1:eIu6eS fiatBs, l"8~eiI'8; , .' 

leyees ef dikes. These speeialiiSed 1'1eed lBedi!yitlg werks &Fe these 8etlsUueted itt eet1:feffMnee 

with seuBd et1:giBeeriag st88:d8Fds.] " " 

[FLOODWAV KNCRO.+..:CBMI;NT LINES 
, ,.'" . 

" , 

", 

As used itl §14 8.3, the litles markitlg the lilBits eHleedweys 8tl federal, state &Ad leeM 

fleedplaia tBaps.] 

~ ,',",. . -:" 

" 
';:>. 

", 

,[FLOWLINE 
I 
I 

8.3, a liBe fellewitlg the lewest part efa draiAage'lvey ef slHmtlel that ~s49"',A d' §14:, ~s \:iSe 18 
I 

I 
laefes af mare atld whiek is shs·t'ltl atl the eftisial ilatle lBapS iBdisatiag 1'18')1'9 whieR are either 

" 

eatltiaua\:iS elf itlteFftlittetlt but fer whish flaaEi A8iI8FEI&Feas have Bet "eetl estahlisheEl.] > 

',' 
~ 

< 

[FUNCTIONI..LLV DEPENDENT USE ..~ 

~ 

d\S used Itl §14 8.3, a use that 68ftt1:et perfefm its it1:tet1:ded purpase Wlle9Sit Hi 'aeales af e8R'ied 

'":aut ia elese prsKimity te weter. The teml itleludes atl~[ ElaekiAg faeilities, peft faeilities dtat ere 

tleeessary fef the laaditlg &Ad ueleaditlg af eargs Sf passeegers, 8ftEi sAip buildiRg 8ftEi ship repair 

faeilities, but daes tlat iRelUEle latlg teFftl ster. ar related Hlftt1:ufaeQiritlg faeilities.] " 

, 

[IIABITt"..BLE Fl.OOR " ' 0, 
~ t

" 
," 
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Aft)' fleer ysaele fer the felle'lJmg pYfIlsses;whieh iftelHdes weFkiftg,sleepiBlf eekRg, as"" er 

reereatieft, er a eefBhiaetieft thereef. A !leer YSe8 eftly fer staNge PYIl'eee& eRIy is Ret a , ·~1 
-. ," 

hahita\lle fleer.] ~' " 

[LEVEE SYSTEM 

A !lead preteetieft system that eeRsists af 8 levee, er Ie-v-ees, BREI 65seeieteil:&tNetttfe&s 8tleh8e 

elesYFe end draiftage deviees that &Fe eaastNeted ed eperated iR aeeenlftfte..witit se\tfta 

eRgifteeriRg pfBetiees.] 

[MEAN SEl... LEVEL 
~ !" JI ., 

As ysed ift §14 8.3, fer ptH'pElses ehlle natiSReI fleed iBwraRee pregpam, tlte ~eBaI 88&ul•• i .' < ."
 

.'lertieel datum (NGYD) sf 1929 ef ellter EIatt:HH, te 'Nhieh ~65e !leed eler_ene'...'Ift eRa
 

6emlftYftit)"s !leed iftsYf8fiee Fate map 8l'e i=eHreBeed.]
 

[ONE IlUNDRED YEAR FU~EHCYa ...INSTQmt:
 

The tetel &eeHfBt:llatieft SeR'.'S eEl sewat:y H'Ie hYBdredths weltes efraiB at the 'REl ef'B eM"
 

peried.]
 
'~.. 

[VIOLATION
 

As HSed iB §14 8.3, the failYre ef a stfHeftlre aF ether develapfBeBt ta he Rilly eempli88t 'lJHhtfte'"
 

City's fleedplaift fBen&gefBeBt regulatians. l\ sk1:IetYre ar etker develeplMftt vAthsYl the
 

ele'l&tiaR eertifieate, ether eeRifieates, er ether e'fideRee af eamplianee ,.iNti iR §(;Q:3~S);'
 

(e)(4), (6)(19), (d)(3), (e)(2), (e)(4), sr (1)(5) is presYfHed te 1M iR'lielatisRttMileYeli4igmeae.
 
. <~> ~f.o_ ." 

ee6t:1fBefttatieR is previded.] 
"~~ 

'.~ .. ~ .. '." 

',,1;. 

Editor's Note: The word "floodplain" shall be changed to the word ''j1oodp~in'' througlJord, . 

Chapter 14. 

Section 4. This ordinance shall be effective June 12, 2008.
 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 11th day ofJune, 2008.
 
:>." ".: 
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jp/CA/jpmb/2008 ord/flood hazard 

DAVID cass, MAYOR 
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