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Immigration Committee
500 Market Street, Railyard Offices
Santa Fe, NM
March 1, 2016
4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER
1. The Immigration Committee was called to order at 4:38 p.m. by Vice Chair Maria Cristina

Lopez. A quorum was established by roll call.
ROLL CALL

Present

Maria Cristina Lopez, Vice Chair
Amparo Guerrero

Elizabeth Hemmer

Marcela Diaz

MariaJose Ugalde-Alcazar
Javier Rios

Excused

Jewel Cabeza de Vaca
Alejandra Seluja, Chair
Cara Esquibel

Others Present

Chris Sanchez, City of Santa Fe

Linda Vigil, Stenographer

Sgt. Judah Montano, Santa Fe City Police
Miguel Acosta, SFPS

Karen Rencountre, Earthcare

Martha Jo Hamblen, Santa Fe Need and Deed

Israel Muterper]
Mayela Estrada, Senior at Monte del Sol in the Mentorship program with Ms. Diaz
2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Ms. Diaz moved to approve the agenda as presented with a second from Ms. Ugalde-Alcazar which
passed by voice vote.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 21, 2016

Ms. Guerrero moved to approve the minutes of January 21, 2016 as presented with a second by Ms.
Diaz which passed by voice vote.



4, COMMUNITY COMMENTS
Ms. Rencountre who works with EarthCare Youth Allies introduced herself and her program she works with.
Currently they are working on a PSA and a pamphlet. The group is interested in working with others in the
communities.
Ms. Hemmer recommended that they also contact the youth groups with the Archdiocese. Archbishop
Wester is very interested in immigration issues. It was decided that the Committee will invite him to a
meeting in the future.

Mr. Acosta mentioned he would like to integrate the youth allies with the SFPS. He would like to meet with
Ms. Rencountre to discuss.

Mr. Acosta announced he is trying to put together a Latino council. A partnership that would change
policies and structure new ones. Ms. Hemmer recommended that he contact the Cathedral Youth group as
well as St. Michaels.

Mr. Acosta announced the opening of a new school in the district. He passed out a flyer about the Early
College Opportunities Magnet School (See Exhibit A). Mr. Acosta described the career skills that will be
taught there.

Ms. Guerrero would like to see the Education Subcommittee meet with Mr. Acosta like discussed at a
previous meeting.
Ms. Diaz announced that today the Santa Fe minimum wage went up to $10.91 and the tip wage up $3.27.

Somos Un Pueblo Unido will hold a forum to discuss this matter as well as wage theft and the Driver's
License matter. It will be held Thursday March 10, 2016 at Somos Un Pueblo Unido from 6:00-8:00 p.m.

5. NEW BUSINESS:
A. SANTA FE NEED AND DEED

Ms. Hamblen introduced herself and the work that Santa Fe Need and Deed does for the homeless
and nearly homeless people in the community. There is a support group that meets every Monday at a
church to discuss resources. All are invited, there is a hot meal provided, clothes and hygiene kits
distributed. Often times there are guest speakers, she would like to invite members of the committee to

attend.

Ms. Diaz invited Ms. Hamble to attend the workshop at Somos. The discussion on the Real ID could be
beneficial to those who attend the support group.

A discussion was held about the resource guide (See Exhibit B) that the organization has created. It is a

great tool for the people of the community. Eventually they would like to have enough copies distributed for
the SF Police Department to have in their vehicles and can pass out to people they encounter who could

use them.

A brief discussion was held about the age they can accept at the meetings and the criteria they must fit. If
they are addicts they must be in a form of recovery to be mentored. Anyone can attend the meal and the
meeting.
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Ms. Hamblen stated the resource guide just got translated into Spanish and should be available soon. Ms.
Ugalde Alcazar stated she has a connection at a print shop and may be able to talk to them to get more

copies printed.

Ms. Hamblen discussed how the group began and gets funding. At a forum Ms. Hamblen spoke to the
guest speaker about the forms of PTSD that some of the homeless community faces every day.

Mr. Acosta stated it is good for people to be aware of the issues surrounding the homeless and less
fortunate. However, they also need to be aware of the voyeuristic tendency that some people may have.

The Committee thanked Ms. Hamblen for her time and presentation.

B. REAPPOINTMENT LETTERS

Ms. Lopez reminded the Committee members to turn in their letters of intent as soon as possible to Mr.
Sanchez.

6. OLD BUSINESS:
A.) DRIVER'’S LICENSE UPDATE

Ms. Diaz presented the Fact Sheet on House Bill 99 (See Exhibit C) which passed the House and Senate
and is currently on the Governor's desk. The Governor has until March 9, 2016 to sign the bill.

Ms. Guerrero would like to have Ms. Diaz discuss and explain the bill at a community meeting. Ms. Diaz
reminded her of the forum next week.

Ms. Diaz discussed the bill and explained it is a two tiered system and gives the immigrant community a
choice. Should they choose to get the Real ID they will have to present more information. The
undocumented database did not pass.

Ms. Diaz stated there would be a big education campaign to explain all of the facts. A discussion was held
about the authorization cards and current ID's.

Mr. Rios announced that he will host a maestro call where people call in with their concerns on issues like
the Real ID. He will share that information with Ms, Diaz.

Ms. Diaz stated the youth that works with Somos Un Pueblo Unido are working on videos of teenagers on
these important issues.

The committee thanked Ms. Diaz for her hard work on this matter.
B.) FOLLOW UP ON LETTER TO SFPS POLICE CHIEF

Ms. Lopez there stated there was a response from the City Attorney. The Committee has not had a chance
to review it. Mr. Sanchez will scan it and email it out to the members.

Ms. Diaz briefly glanced at the letter and stated it does not address the actual policy. Mr. Sanchez urges
the committee to read the letter.



Ms. Hemmer recommends that it be put on the next agenda once the members have had a chance to
review it and form opinions then a course of action can be discussed.

Mr. Sanchez stated that the Chief of Police had decided to have monthly meetings with the Chair of the
Committee to discuss important issues.

Ms. Diaz asked Sgt. Montano about the procedure when a complaint that is filed, does it ever make it to the
Internal Affairs department? Sgt. Montano states the Lieutenant makes that decision if it goes to Internal

Affairs or if it may be taken care of by a supervisor it depends on the situation.

A discussion was held about obtaining the two policies, the Immigration Committee Policy and the Biased
Based Police Policy to further discuss.

C.) FOLLOW UP TO THE REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL ABOUT ALL ACTION ITEMS FOR THE
YEAR

Mr. Sanchez reported that Chair Seluja is still working on this.
7. COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIR AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Ms. Lopez reviewed her notes on the last meeting, she noted that Ms. Guerrero and the Education
subcommittee would like to meet with Mr. Acosta. That will be set up in the future.

Ms. Lopez also stated that a letter needs to be sent to the City Officials about the language issue and
translating important forms in Spanish. Ms. Lopez will discuss with Chair Seluja.

Mr. Sanchez again urged the committee to submit their letters of intent.

Ms. Diaz announced an article in the newspaper stated Estevan Rael Galvez is currently conducting a
cultural assessment. She would like to invite him to a future committee meeting. This could be a chance for
the city to have a role in activism and to share history of the Sanctuary movement.

Ms. Ugalde Alcazar asked about the Facebook page for the Committee. Mr. Sanchez state within the City
webpage there can be a link. He recommends it also be placed on the next agenda as an action item. Mr.

Muterperl is willing to help.
Mr. Rios attended a DACA event that was very informative and helpful. He will share the link via email.

Ms. Diaz stated the Mayor signed on to an Amicus Brief that will be heard by the Supreme Court.

8. REPORT FROM STAFF

Mr. Sanchez did not have a report.

9. ADJOURNMENT IMMIGRA 1 ION C.OMM ' TEE
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There being no further business to come before the Immigration Committee, Vice Chair Lopez
adjourned the meeting at 5:59 p.m.

SIGNATURES

Alejandra Seluja, Chair

Linda Vigil, Stendgrapher
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