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Santa Fe River Commission
Meeting Minutes-July 14, 2016
500 Market Street Santa Fe, New Mexico
6:00-8:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Phil Bove, Chair called the meeting of the Santa Fe River Commission to order at 6:03 p.m. at 500
Market Station, Santa Fe, NM. A quorum was established at 6:30 p.m.

1. ROLL CALL

Present

Phil Bové, Vice Chair
F.M. Patorni

Dale Doremus

Zoe Isaacson

Emile Sawyer

Not Present/Excused
John R. Buchser, Chair
Anna Hansen

Jerry Jacobi

Luke Pierpont

Others Present

Melissa McDonald, Santa Fe River Watershed Coordinator, City of Santa Fe Staff
Andrew Erdmann, Santa Fe Water Division

Alan Hook, Santa Fe Water Division

Raquel Baca-Thompson, Santa Fe Watershed Association

Alex Puglisi, Santa Fe Water Division

Linda Vigil, Stenographer

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION: Ms. Doremus moved to approve the agenda as presented with a second from Mr. Sawyer
which passed by voice vote.

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM June 9, 2016

MOTION: Ms. Doremus moved to approve the minutes of June 9, 2016 as presented with a second
from Mr. Bove which passed by voice vote.

4. COMMUNICATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES/COMMITTEES

There was not any communication from other agencies or committees to discuss.



5. INFORMATION/DISCUSSION/ACTION
a.) Chapter 25 Code Re-write (Andrew Erdmann)

Mr. Erdmann passed out a copy of the Chapter 25 code (See Exhibit A). The highlighted sections deal with
the river. It is open for public comment however Mr. Erdmann would like to allow the Commission to give

their input as well.

Mr. Erdmann explained the reasons for the re-write was to make the code consistent. He would like to have
it complete within the next month. Ms. McDonald sent Mr. Buchser's comments via email.

Ms. McDonald has some minor comments and will work with Mr. Erdmann on them. She would like to have
the voluntary fund portion of the website or the billing have more presence.

Mr. Patorni asked if there are any portions that are controversial when it comes to dealing with the river. Mr.
Erdmann didn’t think so.

It was decided to review Mr. Buchser's comments tonight. Ms. Doremus read Mr. Bucsher's comments
aloud (See Exhibit B).

*Mr. Buchser's comment regarding the voluntary river fund:

A discussion was held regarding the voluntary river fund and requiring a quarterly or annual report on the
contributions. Mr. Erdmann stating he is working on similar language in another portion and will add that

portion.

Ms. McDonald stated it is not specific on the way it has to be reported. Mr. Erdmann stated annually or
semiannually would be easiest.

Ms. Isaacson asked if it would be possible to mention the projects the fund is used for.
*Mr. Buchser's comment regarding the notation of bypass water:

A discussion as held regarding the definition of “bypass water’. Mr. Erdmann will add it to the definition
portion of the code.

Mr. Hook believes the definition is in the administrative procedures. Ms. McDonald stated it would be best
to have it consistent.

Mr. Bove suggested the wording be very specific. The name "bypass channel” was the name given by
PNM.

*Mr. Buchser's comments regarding the acequias:

A discussion was held about the ways to measure the outflow and inflow to the acequias. Mr. Puglisi stated
there needs to be funding to meter the water on the Acequia Madre.



Ms. McDonald suggested the Commission make a CIP funding request.

Mr. Sawyer stated it is written in the water rights to have the flows measured.
Mr. Hook briefly discussed the portion in the second paragraph of Mr. Buchser's comment. Mr. Hook stated
there is a procedural issue. Mr. Puglisi stated the OSE (Office of State Engineer) may have to make that

decision.

Mr. Bove discussed the measurements that take place. The water is lost due to evaporation, a
measurement should be taken at the head gates. A discussion was held about the deliveries and release
amounts. Mr. Erdmann will contact the legal department again.

*Mr. Buchser's comment regarding diversion and the two mile reservoir:
Ms. McDonald would like to review the maps presented by Mr. Hook and then return to this item.
Mr. Erdmann would like any other comments emailed to him, with a copy to Ms. McDonald for tracking.
b.) Living River Releases & Administrative Procedures (Staff)
Mr. Hook reviewed three maps he presented on the wall. To better understand the infrastructure he showed
the areas along the Santa Fe Living River. Mr. Hook presented photos of the TNC (The Nature's

Conservancy) restoration channel. (See Exhibit C) This showed the Diversion gate levels from July 10,
2016 and July 13, 2016.

Mr. Hook will email the maps as pdf files. Mr. Sawyer asked and was shown where the original channel
was. A brief conversation was held about the way the original channel's path has changed.

Mr. Hook presented photos of the TNC Restoration Channel Gage readings from June 11, 2016 and July
8t and 10t. (See Exhibit D) Mr. Hook explained the Canyon Road facility staff records readings and he
may have these gages read as well. A brief discussion was held about seepage studies.

Mr. Bove discussed the drop in CFS that was in the acequias.
*Further discussion on Mr. Buchser's comment regarding diversion and the two mile reservoir.

Mr. Sawyer asked about the amount of flow the channe! can handle. Mr. Hook explained it was designed
to handle the overflow. Ms. McDonald explained improvements have to be made to the channel.

Mr. Bove discussed storms from the past when the channel needed sandbags. The bypass channel needs
to be improved and the ditch fixed at Cerro Gordo. Mr. Hook showed the Aztec springs and drainage on the
map on the wall. He showed where work will be by the US Forest Service and the City.

Mr. Bove discussed the issue of impounding water and what that means for the acequias. Mr. Hook
explained the new agreement with the City and TNC requires the gate will remain open for irrigation
deliveries. A discussion was held about infrastructure to reduce loss. It was decided these are simply
discussions and decisions will not be made yet.



Ms. Doremus would like to explore options that would enhance the wetlands and work on both items
efficiently.

Ms. McDonald asked for items for the next agenda, she will submit them to Mr. Hook who will facilitate the
meeting as she will be out. Ms. Doremus would like to discuss monitoring.

¢.) Request for Consideration and Direction to Staff on Resolution 2016-25: Preliminary
Report and Recommendations for Stormwater Policy Update (Staff)

Ms. McDonald discussed the model for the Stormwater Policy. (See Exhibit E) Ms. McDonald gave a brief
overview and discussed the techniques other large cities used.

Ms. McDonald reviewed the recommendations. She explained it will not require the project managers to go
green but it is encourages them. This item has passed all other committees and will need to move on to

City Council. Mr. Patorni asked about giving the item some press for the public. Ms. McDonald states after
it passes City Council a press release can be done.

Ms. Isaacson complimented the work done on the model. She would like to see more detail to the Flood
Control District and utilize nearby entities.

A brief discussion was held about the plan, it will have to be very detailed. The project only have to meet
the minimum requirements for Stormwater.

MOTION: Ms. Isaacson moved to approve the four recommendations for the Stormwater Policy
Update, with a second from Ms. Doremus which passed by voice vote.

6. MATTERS FROM COMMISSIONERS

There were no matters to discuss.

7. MATTERS FROM SUBCOMMITTEES

There were not matters from Subcommittees.

8. MATTERS FROM STAFF

Ms. McDonald explained once again items for the next agenda will have to be submitted by July 29, 2016.
9. SUB-COMMITTEE BREAKOUT SESSION

10. CITIZEN’S COMMUNICATION FROM THE FLOOR

Ms. Baca-Thompson introduced herself, she works for the Watershed Association and is in attendance
tonight for Mr. Otto who is out of town.



11. ADJOURN

MOTION: There being no further business to come before the Santa River Commission, Ms.
Isaacson move to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m. with a second from Ms. Doremus which passed

by voice vote.
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