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Q@iﬁby off Samta Fe, New Mesdico

Mermao

DATE: December 12, 2014

TO: City Council

FROM: Kate Noble, Acting Director, Housing and Community Development Dpﬁeg‘/‘ké
RE: People to the Plaza Report

ITEM AND ISSUE:

During the summer of 2014 the People to the Plaza Resolution (2014-49) was passed with
the following stated goals: bring more people to the downtown area, increase public safety,
and revitalize the downtown economy. The resolution directed staff to bring forward
recommendations in the following areas if deemed necessary: increase public safety,
enhance the experience of the plaza, provide additional parking opportunities, and improve
economic development.

Economic Impact:
In order to assess the economic impact of the resolution, the Economic Development
Division (EDD) developed a survey for individuals and businesses.
e 270 surveys were collected in August 2014.
e 217 were completed by individuals and 53 were completed by businesses.
e 21% of businesses reported an increase in transactions and 60% of businesses were
satisfied with the initiative.
e Among individuals, 75% said they would be drawn to the Plaza more often as a result
of the People to the Plaza Initiative.
¢ 90% of respondents wanted to see more food trucks on the plaza.

Public Safety Impact:
Listed below are key findings of the increased police presence on the plaza, each point
contrasts summer 2013 to summer of 2014. This data represents calls placed to the Santa
Fe Police Department regarding issues on the plaza:

e Disorderly conduct complaints fell from 96 to 60 (62 percent)

e Larceny related calls fell from 6 to 2 (67 percent)

e The number of violent disputes ca 1 in fell from 12 to 4 (67 percent)

e Number of reported illegally parked vehicles decreased from 9 to 3 (67 percent)

Opportunities for Inprovement:
e Public bathrooms and additional parking during plaza events.
e Additional tables for seating
e Additional signage to help visitors and individuals navigate to open/assigned parking
e A program to alleviate the number of homeless people that frequent the plaza




Plans for Summer 2015:
e The Parks Department plans to order 8 additional table sets.
o City staff will work to improve access to and awareness of parking and bathrooms.
o Staff will work to improve the setup logistics (loading, truck parking) with Bandstand
and other special events.





















