






























 2017 Meeting Schedule  

Santa Fe Water Conservation Committee 

Location: City Councilors’ Conference Room, 200 Lincoln Avenue (except as noted) 

Time: 4-6 PM  

Day: Second Tuesday of the month (except as noted)  

 

Meeting Date Caption Deadline, 3 PM Packet Material Deadline, 3 PM 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017 Tuesday, December 27, 2016* Wednesday, December 28, 2016 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017* Monday, January 23, 2017 Wednesday, January 25, 2017 

Tuesday, March 14, 2017 Monday, February 27, 2017 Wednesday, March 1, 2017 

Tuesday, April 11, 2017 Monday, March 27, 2017 Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Tuesday, May 9, 2017 Monday, April 24, 2017 Wednesday, April 26, 2017 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 Tuesday, May 30, 2017* Wednesday, May 31, 2017 

Tuesday, July 11, 2017 Monday, June 26, 2017 Wednesday, June 28, 2017 

Tuesday, August 8, 2017 Monday, July 24, 2017 Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017  Monday, August 28, 2017 Wednesday, August 30, 2017 

Tuesday, October 17, 2015* Monday, October 2, 2017 Wednesday, October 4, 2017 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017+ Monday, October 30, 2017 Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

Tuesday, December 12, 2017 Monday, November 27, 2017 Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

*Date changed due to holiday 
+Location TBD 



















City of Santa Fe, Source of Supply Section/Water Division 
Water Production Update - through October 20th 

Public Utilities Committee Meeting 
November 2, 2016 

 
Filter Plant Demolition 
 
An “Interdepartmental Transfer Agreement”, wherein the Public Utilities Department - Water Division does not 
cede the land but allows Parks and Recreation to use the land under the Water Division’s continued “ownership” 
has been signed by the directors of the Public Utilities Department and the Parks and Recreation Department.  It 
was also signed by the City Manager and filed by the City Clerk in early October  The Public Utilities Department 
met with the Parks and Recreation Department on October 7, 2016, to discuss restrictions on the use of the site 
and unofficially turn over use of the site over to the Parks and Recreation Division. Several neighborhood groups 
and associations have been informed of this transfer.  A meeting with “public stakeholders” will be scheduled 
through the Parks and Recreation Division. 
 
Water Production for October (through 10/20/2016) 
 
Water production at the Canyon Road Water Treatment Plant (CRWTP) decreased significantly from previous 
months due a temporary shutdown of the CRWTP to implement CIP projects, including the Master Control 
Center (MCC) relocation, asbestos tile removal and replacement, and other upgrades during mid to late October 
and early November.  Production at the CRWTP was 14.52 million gallons (MG) for the first 6 days of September 
or a daily average of 2.42 MGD per day.  The Buckman Regional WTP produced 138.8 MG for the first 20 days 
of October, or an average of 6.94 MGD.  Total production for the first 20 days of the month from all sources was 
approximately 181 MG. Production from all individual sources are illustrated in the chart below.  
 
Average daily usage (customer demand) during the month of August was down significantly from July average 
daily consumption levels (9.04 MGD) with an average of 9.04 MGD for the first 20 days of October.  This 
reduction in daily customer demand is attributed to a significantly higher number of rainfall events and total 
rainfall amount for the City of Santa Fe during the month of August as compared to the months of July and June. 
 
Nichols Reservoir storage levels have decreased from to 107.6 MG (49.92% storage).  The storage level of 
McClure Reservoir has also decreased to 189.45 mg or17.45% of capacity.  The combined storage level for both 
reservoirs is 297 MG, which reflects a current reservoir storage level of 22.75%.  Santa Fe River inflow to 
McClure Reservoir has dropped dramatically since snowmelt and monsoon season levels and it is currently at 
0.85 MGD. 
 

 

Canyon Road 
WTP 14.52 MG 

8% 

City Wells  
 27.7 MG 

15% 

Buckman Wells  
0 MG 

0% BDD WTP 
138.8 MG 

77% 

Water Production for  October 
through 10/20/2016 



City of Santa Fe 
Public Utilities Committee Meeting 
October 21, 2016 
Baca Street Well 
 
PNM sampled all previously sampled wells located at the Baca Street site during the month of August.  As of 
October 20th, contaminant concentration results for monitoring wells have been submitted by PNM.  However, 
water level maps at the site are still under preparation. NMED-PSTB and the City would like to review both well 
contaminant concentrations and water level maps in concert with each other, and are awaiting completion of these 
maps by PNM. 
 
Downtown Ground Water Investigation 
 
Sampling results from this investigation indicate two downtown sites where PCE was found at significant levels 
in groundwater.  One site exhibited 1000 ppb of PCE near the corner of West Palace and Lincoln avenues.  The 
New Mexico Environment Department (NME) and the City have met with regards to the results and possible 
future courses of action.  Conversations with NMED about the contaminated sites are continuing, especially in 
light of newly proposed “Vapor Intrusion” regulations recently introduced to the NM Water Quality Control 
Commission by the agency. 
 
Drought, Monsoon/El Nino, and ESA Update 
 
NOAA has recently updated (10/13/16) ENSO (El Nino/La Niña) status to:  La Niña is favored to 
develop (~70% chance) in the Northern Hemisphere fall 2016 and slightly favored to persist (~55% 
chance) during winter 2016-17.  Dry conditions in 2016/17 could present significant challenges to all 
water purveyors, water utilities, and irrigators if there is not significant filling and carry-over storage in 
regional reservoirs.  Regional reservoir levels on the Rio Grande and Chama Rivers are still low.  Upper 
Santa Fe River reservoirs are low so City draw down has been reduced accordingly, with a 
corresponding increase in BDD diversions from the Rio Grande, and moderate increases in groundwater 
well use.  Preliminary estimates are for an approximate 95%-100% delivery of full firm-yield of San 
Juan-Chama Project water.  There are no water-related Endangered Species Act (ESA) updates.  
Updates on ESA issues will be made as needed.  Rio Grande Compact Article VII storage restrictions 
went back into effect 4/22/16, which means the City will not be allowed to impound “native” runoff into 
Nichols and McClure Reservoirs above the pre-Compact pool of 1,061 AF (unless an exchange for 
water is made with the NMISC).   Updates to this condition will be made as needed.  
 
Most current City of Santa Fe 2015/2016 SJCP Reservoir Storage 
 
Heron: 
4,839 AF. 
2016 deliveries are at about 95% of annual total. 
 
El Vado: 
644 AF. 
 
Abiquiu: 
 
11,595 AF  
SJCP carry-over from previous years, no time limit to vacate due to storage agreement with ABCWUA  
 
TOTAL SJCP Storage: 17,078 AF 





U.S. Forest Service OMB  0596-0217
FS-1500-18

Forest Service Agreement #

Subtotal Subtotal Combined 
Subtotals

# of 
Days $/Day

420.00 $263.90 $110,838.00 $110,838.00

24.00 $263.90 $6,333.60 $6,333.60
$0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00

420.00 $263.90 $110,838.00 $110,838.00

24.00 $263.90 $6,333.60 $6,333.60
$0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00

888.00 $117,171.60 $117,171.60 $234,343.20

Vehicle 
Mileage 
Cost or 
Airfare 

Cost

# of 
Trips

PerDiem 
and 

Lodging

$0.00 $0.00
$0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00

$0.00 0 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Unit 
Cost Quantity

$15,000.00 $15,000.00
$0.00

$15,000.00 $15,000.00

$0.00 0 $15,000.00 $15,000.00 $30,000.00

Unit 
Cost Quantity

$11,828.40 $11,828.40
$0.00

$11,828.40 $11,828.40

$0.00 0 $11,828.40 $11,828.40 $23,656.80

Cooperator 
Contribution

FS Non-Cash 
Contribution

Line Item Cost Subtotals

COST ELEMENTS and related data

Santa Fe NF Fire/Fuel Employees

Resource Specialists (List all personnel):

Fuel, PSD Balls, Etc.

Heritage Resource, Wildlife Biologist, etc. 

Santa Fe NF Fire & Fuel Employees

15-CO-11031000-003 Cooperator Agreement #

4 year Collection Agreement Financial Plan  
Cooperator and FS Contributions

PERSONNEL

EQUIPMENT

SUPPLIES

TRAVEL

Subtotal, Personnel:

Subtotal, Travel:

Equipment Purchase and Repairs (UTV, Chainsaw,etc.)

Subtotal, Equipment:

Name and Type of Equipment:

Equipment Purchase and Repairs (UTV, Chainsaw,etc.)

Heritage Resource, Wildlife Biologist, etc. 

Explanation of trips:
From Where/To Where/For Whom

Name and Type of Supplies:

Fuel, PSD Balls, Etc.

Subtotal, Supplies:



U.S. Forest Service OMB  0596-0217
FS-1500-18

$50,000.00 $50,000.00
$0.00

$50,000.00 $50,000.00
$50,000.00 $50,000.00 $100,000.00

$46,000.00 $46,000.00
$0.00

$46,000.00 $46,000.00
$46,000.00 $46,000.00 $92,000.00

$240,000.00 $240,000.00 $480,000.00
Insert 
Rate 
Here: $0.00

$240,000.00 $240,000.00 $480,000.00

Insert 
Rate 
Here:

$480,000.00

                                                                                             Burden Statement

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0596-0217.  The time required to complete this 
information collection is estimated to average 45 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part 
of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call toll free 
(866) 632-9992 (voice).  TDD users can contact USDA through local relay or the Federal relay at (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (relay voice).  USDA is 
an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Describe Contracts that will most likely result from this project:

$0.00

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS

OTHER

Describe Other Costs of the Project:
Overtime Costs

OVERHEAD ASSESSMENT 
(if applicable, see FSH 1909.13)

COST ELEMENTS SUBJECT TO NATIONAL 
PASS-THROUGH RATES

TOTAL CHARGES

OVERHEAD ASSESSMENT 
(if applicable, see FSH 1909.13)

TOTAL DIRECT CHARGES
Subtotal, Other:
Overtime  Costs

Total Party Costs

$0.00

Cooperator Contribution

$0.00

CONTRACTUAL

Total Pass-Through Costs

Call When Needed Helicopter, Mechanical Thinning, and Line Construction. 
Subtotal, Contractual:

Call When Needed Helicopter, Mechanical Thinning, and Line Contstruction



West Agua Sarca Burn Block

·

844 Acres
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Santa Fe National Forest Expects to Conduct Prescribed Burn  
in Santa Fe Watershed This Week 

SANTA FE, NM – Oct. 11, 2016 – For Immediate Release.  After a comprehensive review of 
expected conditions, including weather, winds and ventilation, the Santa Fe National Forest 
plans to begin the previously announced prescribed burn in the Santa Fe Watershed tomorrow, 
Oct. 12, with blacklining and hand ignitions, followed by aerial ignitions on Thursday, Oct. 13.     

The decision to proceed with the 2,435-acre treatment area was made in consultation with the 
City of Santa Fe, New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) and New Mexico Department 
of Health.  Smoke monitors on Upper Canyon Road and at the Harold L. Runnels Building at 
1190 S. St. Francis Drive will help officials assess impacts and determine whether there is a 
need to issue health alerts throughout the duration of the prescribed burn.   

The planning area, located just north of McClure Reservoir, was initially treated with 
mechanical thinning, mastication and prescribed fire from 2006 through 2009.  The burn 
planned for this week is a maintenance burn under the Santa Fe Municipal Watershed Plan 
2010-2029, a collaboration between the USDA Forest Service, City of Santa Fe, Santa Fe 
Watershed Association and The Nature Conservancy that provides guidelines for forest 
restoration, water management and public education.    

Prescribed fires are one of the most effective tools available to resource managers for restoring 
fire-adapted ecosystems.  Cooler weather and residual monsoonal moisture make the fall 
season a historically good time to conduct prescribed burns.  The Santa Fe Watershed 
prescribed burn is designed to improve and protect the Santa Fe Watershed, a primary water 
source for the City of Santa Fe, by removing dead fuels from the forest floor and reducing the 
risk of high-intensity wildfire.  Prescribed fires are managed with firefighter and public safety as 
the first priority.  

Smoke from the prescribed burn in the Watershed will likely be visible from Santa Fe, Tesuque, 
Glorieta, Pecos Canyon, El Dorado and I-25.  Although the National Weather Service is 
forecasting surface winds in the 10- to 15-mph range this week, which should push the smoke 
out of Santa Fe, smoke may linger in the Santa Fe and Tesuque areas on Thursday and Friday 
mornings following ignitions on Wednesday and Thursday.   

News Release 
Media Contact: Julie Anne Overton 
505.438.5320 
julieanneoverton@fs.fed.us 
 

Santa Fe National Forest 

11 Forest Lane 

Santa Fe, NM 87508 

Voice: 505.438.5300 

Web: www.fs.usda.gov/santafe/ 

Twitter: @SantafeNF 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/santafeNF  

 

mailto:julieanneoverton@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.usda.gov/santafe/
http://www.facebook.com/santafeNF


 United States Department of Agriculture 

Smoke-sensitive individuals, including young children and the elderly, and people with 
respiratory problems are encouraged to take precautionary measures.  Information on air 
quality and protecting your health can be found online at the New Mexico Department of 
Health’s website at https://nmtracking.org/fire. 

For additional information about this prescribed burn, please contact the Española Ranger 
Station at 505-753-7331. 

### 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

 

https://nmtracking.org/fire
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ATTENTION
This product is reproduced from geospatial information prepared by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Forest Service.  GIS data and product accuracy may vary.  They may be: 
developed from sources of differing accuracy, accurate only at certain scales, based on 
modeling or interpretation, incomplete while being created or revised, etc.  Using GIS 

products for purposes other than those for which they were created, may yield inaccurate 
or misleading results.  The Forest Service reserves the right to correct, update, modify,

or replace, GIS products without notification.  For more information, contact:
Santa Fe National Forest (505)438-5300. 

Data Projection:  UTM Zone 13 NAD83
This information was released on Date: 3-23-16.  SFNF SO GIS jwl
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South Nichols Prescribed Fire Treatment 
of 223 Acres in the Santa Fe Municipal Watershed

Santa Fe National Forest

Legend
South Nichols Treatment Area (223 Acres)

West Agua Sarca Block (844 Acres)
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Exhibit A: Santa Fe Municipal Watershed 

 





Event Sponsors 



Event Objective  
• Create an annual water conference focused on 

• Water policy professionals 
• Architects/Builders/Designers 
• Water auditors  

• Create a forum to discuss/network next generation water 
systems 

• Integrates and Expands upon the existing annual Green Expo 



Pre-Conference Professional Training 
• Water Efficiency Rating Score (WERS) Verifier 

Training – June 1-3 
• American Rainwater Catchment Systems 

Association (ARCSA) Accredited Professional 
Training – June 2-3 

• Certified Greywater Training - June 3*   
• Qualified Water Efficient Landscaping (QWEL) 

Auditor Training – May 31 – June 3 
• Santa Fe Community College official education 

partner for the conference 

* Not confirmed 



Sunday 
• Green Expo in the Santa Fe Convention Center 

• Over 60 booths 

• Workshops* 
• Plants for a changing climate 
• Passive rainwater systems 
• Water/energy/food nexus 
• Drip irrigation basics 

• Next Generation Water Summit Opening Event 
 

 
 
 

* Committed workshops, expect to have at least 5-6 more 



Monday / Tuesday 
• Three tracks 

• Water Policy Professionals 
• Homebuilders / Designers / Architects 
• Water Conservation and Verifier Professionals 

• Topics include: 
• Water Use – What’s Legal, What’s Not 
• Water Use vs. Energy Use  
• Alternative Water Treatment Options 
• Panel - WERS Best Use of Alternative Water Sources 
• Results of Florida WaterStar study 
• WERS – What’s Next  

 



Current Status 
• Convention center and dates confirmed 

• SFCC training confirmed 

• Starting to recruit conference speakers and keynote speakers 

• Website URL obtained and buildout has begun 

• SAVE THE DATE announcement has been sent out 

• Starting to recruit sponsors 



Code/Regulations/Legislation Workgroup for November WCC meeting. 
   
 
 City of Santa Fe Green Building WERS Code Approval 
 

• Approved as part of Green Building Code on October 26th meeting 
• WERS of 70  
• Land use and Water Conservation will coordinate requirements 
• Need to update ETo and rainfall numbers with Land Use as well as create reports they 

want as part of permitting process 
 
Chapter 25 Rewrite Update 
 

• Nothing to report 
 
ICC Rainwater Code 
 
Committee votes on changes to code due August 27th.  I have a copy of the ICC DRAFT 
Rainwater Harvesting Standard if anyone wants a copy please let me know.  Next step is meeting 
to review the committees approved changes and then put out for another public review. 
 
 
EPA Launches New Guide for Long-Term Stormwater Planning, Names Five Pilot 
Communities  
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) today announced a package of tools to help 
communities plan long-term strategies for managing stormwater pollution. EPA’s tools promote 
the use of flexible solutions that spur economic growth, stimulate infrastructure investments, and 
help compliance with environmental requirements. Initially the draft guide will be utilized by 
five communities selected for $150,000 each in technical assistance to develop long-term 
stormwater management plans: 
 

• Burlington, Iowa  
• Chester, Pennsylvania 
• Hattiesburg, Mississippi  
• Rochester, New Hampshire  
• Santa Fe, New Mexico  

 
These communities will also be the beta testers for EPA’s web-based toolkit, which will be 
refined and released more broadly next year. 
 
For more information: https://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater-planning 
 
Santa Fe County 
 
WERS will be an option in the updated SLDC to cisterns in the county as currently proposed 

https://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater-planning


 
The Garden Gurus’ Watershed Approach to Landscaping 
 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's WaterSense® program and the Alliance for 
Water Efficiency (AWE) invite you to join a free Garden Gurus' Watershed Approach to 
Landscaping webinar on Thursday, November 17, 2016, at 2:00 p.m. Eastern. 

You'll learn how G3, Green Gardens Group trains and certifies irrigation system auditors to 
transform traditional irrigation system audits into educational experiences for their clients. 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7969346417649344771?source=irrpro 

 
College Water Efficiency Group Turf Case Study   

Date & Time: 

• Thursday December 8, 2016 at 1:00pm-2:00pm PST 
• Call in Number:         1- 888-808-6929      PARTICIPANT CODE:  3075650# 

  Meeting Overview: 

• We will be having a unique case study from Colleen McCormick, the Director of 
Sustainability from the University of California, Merced. 

• She will be presenting on the multiple efforts on campus including a recent project on 
how to reduce water use on turf (the turf that is remaining on campus that is highly 
utilized turf for recreation purposes) 

Australia’s Lesson for a Thirsty California 

MELBOURNE, Australia — On his first visit to Melbourne in 2009, Stanley Grant, a drought 
expert and professor of civil and environmental engineering at the University of California, 
Irvine, had a question for his taxi driver. “How’s the drought?” he asked. “It’s about 28 percent,” 
came the reply. Grant was puzzled. But shortly afterward, they drove past an electronic road sign 
announcing that the city’s reservoirs were indeed at just 28 percent of capacity. The taxi driver 
knew the state of the reservoirs exactly. “In California you might get people saying, ‘I don’t 
know, it’s not my department, I let the government take care of that,’ ” said David Feldman, a 
colleague of Grant’s and a co-author with him of a paper on Melbourne’s innovations in water 
management. Grant’s conversation with the driver took place toward the end of what is known 
here as the “millennium drought” in southeastern Australia; it lasted from around 1997 to 2010 
and was the worst drought in the country’s recorded history. In Melbourne, reservoir levels 
dropped by almost three-quarters to a historic low of 25.9 percent.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/01/opinion/australias-lesson-for-a-thirsty-california.html?_r=0 

http://watersense.c.goolara.net/Click.aspx?id=020001900587669
http://watersense.c.goolara.net/Click.aspx?id=020001900587669
http://lasvegassun.com/news/2016/may/21/act-now-to-save-water-for-the-future/
http://lasvegassun.com/news/2016/may/21/act-now-to-save-water-for-the-future/
skype:18888086929?call
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/01/opinion/australias-lesson-for-a-thirsty-california.html?_r=0


Some key points are: 

• Mmandatory restrictions on potable water use for landscape irrigation that created most 
awareness - and most of the reductions  

• The big conservation effort was made after a change to "labor" government from 
"liberals" who had ignored climate/water trends for almost a decade in order to promote 
water privatization 

• Peoples' trust in government staff professional expertise very much higher than here 
(skepticism of politicians is similar) 

• Rate setting and allocation of taxes to support conservation was relatively much higher 
than in most of the US 
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