






















































































25-2     COMPREHENSIVE WATER CONSERVATION REQUIREMENTS. 

25-2.1   Short Title. 
  
            This section may be cited as the Comprehensive Water Conservation Requirements 
Ordinance.  
  

25-2.2   Purpose. 
  
            The purpose of this section is to provide the city the means to reduce per capita water 
demands by requiring its citizens and businesses to comply with prescribed water conservation 
regulations and by establishing financial incentives for water conservation.  
 

The use of high-efficiency fixtures and appliances with WaterSense, EnergyStar, and/or 
other 3rd Party certifications is highly encouraged to increase indoor water conservation. The use 
of water harvested from precipitation or grey water, which meets applicable codes and/or 
standards, is encouraged to increase both indoor and outdoor water conservation. 

 
Landscape professionals are strongly encouraged to educate their customers regarding the 

operation of the customers timed irrigation systems. 
 
New water conservation programs, other than those based on the value of the water saved 

which can be authorized by the Public Utilities Department Director, shall be adopted by 
resolution. Water conservation programs shall not exceed funds allocated by the governing body 
each fiscal year. 

25-2.3   Scope. 
  
             The City of Santa Fe Comprehensive Water Conservation Requirements Ordinance 
applies to all potable or reclaimed water and all water or wastewater utility customers wherever 
situated to the extent legally permissible.  

25-2.4   Declaration of Policy. 
  
            A.        The governing body finds and determines that encouraging and requiring the 
adoption of water conservation strategies is an effective and low cost means to balance water 
demands with limited available water supplies and production capabilities. The governing body 
further recognizes that as a consequence of implementing water conservation regulations, 
reduction in water use provides the following benefits to the city and its citizens: 
  

            (1)        Potential for reduction of individual residential and commercial 
customers' water and sewer bills. 
  



            (2)        Defers the acquisition of additional water sources and treatment facilities 
and may serve as a critical interim source of supply while additional supply sources are 
being brought on line. 
  
            (3)        Reduces peak summer demands thereby reducing short and long-term 
system costs. 
  
            (4)        Enhances the local environment by minimizing transport of fertilizer, 
pesticide, and other contaminants from runoff to surface waters and deep percolation to 
ground waters and enhances the global environment by reducing energy consumption 
associated with water production, treatment, and distribution. 

  
            B.        It is hereby declared, because of the city's immediate and long-term limited water 
supplies and the overall benefits of water conservation, that the city promote and require water 
use efficiency strategies for the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizens. 
  

25-2.5   Conservation Signage and Literature Distribution. 
  
            A.        Public, semi-public, and governmental restroom and shower facilities shall post 
not less than one (1) water conservation sign in each restroom and shower facility, said signs 
shall not be less than eight and one-half (8.5") inches by eleven (11") inches. Such entities may 
use a city-provided sign or develop their own sign using city-provided text, the text of which 
shall cite this section. A "public facility" shall not include those facilities solely used by the 
entity's employees. A "semi-public facility" shall include all private clubs and fraternal 
organizations. 
  
            B.        Hotels, motels, and other lodging facilities shall provide a water conservation 
informational card or brochure in a visible location in each guest room. Such facilities may use 
city-provided literature or develop their own using city-provided text. Lodging facilities shall not 
provide daily linen and towel changing for those guests staying multiple nights unless the guest 
specifically requests each day that the linen and towels be changed. 
  
            C.        Retail plant nurseries shall provide their "end-use customers" with city-provided 
low water use landscape literature and water efficient irrigation guidelines at the time of sale of 
any outdoor perennial plants. An "end-use customer" is the person or persons who will 
ultimately own the plant material. A landscape contractor or architect is not an end-use customer. 
In order to facilitate the purchasing of low water use plants, nurseries are strongly encouraged to 
tag or sign their low water use plants that require little to no supplemental watering once 
established. For the sale of all turf or grass seed or sod, the customer shall be given city-provided 
literature indicating the restrictions to planting water consumptive-turf, per Chapter XIV. 
  
            D.        Landscape contractors, maintenance companies and architects shall provide their 
prospective clients with city-provided low water use landscape literature and water efficient 
irrigation guidelines at the time a service contract is presented to the prospective client.  



  
            E.         Title companies and others closing real estate transactions shall provide the entity 
purchasing a home, business, or property with city-provided indoor and outdoor conservation 
literature at the time of closing. 
  
            F.         City departments shall provide indoor and outdoor conservation literature to: 
  

            (1)        All persons applying for a building permit from the permit and 
development review division. 
  
            (2)        All customers initiating new water service from the city water division. 
  

25-2.6   Indoor Conservation. 
  
            A.        Minor water system leaks, as determined by the city, from private water lines 
shall be repaired by the owner or property manager within fifteen (15) days of initial notification 
by the water division or utility billing section. A severe leak, as determined by the city, shall be 
repaired immediately. Failure to do so may result in discontinuance of service as set forth in Rule 
9, Exhibit A of Chapter XXV SFCC 1987. Proof of repair shall be provided to the water division 
or utility billing section upon completion of the repair. 
   
            B.        For all new and remodeling construction and all replacements of existing 
plumbing fixtures, only fixtures which meet or exceed the National Efficiency Standards and 
Specifications for Residential and Commercial Water-Using Fixtures and Appliances shall be 
used.  

            (6)        Installation. Water-conserving fixtures shall be installed in strict 
accordance with the manufacturers' instructions to maintain their rated performance. 
  
            (7)        Certificate of compliance. For all new and remodeling construction, all of 
the requirements regarding water conserving devices mentioned in subsections 25-2.6 
B(1) SFCC 1987 through 25-2.6B(6) SFCC 1987 shall be certified by a licensed 
mechanical contractor or plumbing permittee or by 3rd party authorized by City before or 
at the time of the final plumbing inspection. 
  
            (8)         

   
            C.        Eating Establishments. All public and private eating establishments shall provide 
water only upon request. Eating establishments serving beverages in single-serving containers 
shall only serve an accompanying glass if specifically requested by the customer. These 
provisions shall be clearly communicated to the customer in at least one (1) of the following 
manners: on the menu, by use of a "table tent" or similar signage on the table, or posting in a 
location clearly visible to all customers. All catering and banquet operations shall comply with 
the provisions of this subsection. 
  



            D.        Lodging Restrictions. . Lodging facilities shall not provide daily linen and towel 
changing for those guests staying multiple nights unless the guest specifically requests each day 
that the linen and towels be changed.. Guests shall be informed of this requirement in writing at 
the time of check-in. 

25-2.7   Outdoor Conservation. 
  
            A.        Outdoor Irrigating Periods. Outdoor irrigation is prohibited between 11:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. from May 1 through September 30. It is recommended that outdoor irrigation be 
limited to no more than three (3) days per week, recognizing that low-water use plants and native 
vegetation require less irrigation.  
  
            B.        Exemptions: 
  

            (1)        Nursery stock. Plants being irrigated for retail or wholesale sale are 
exempt from paragraph A, above. 
  
            (2)        Licensed landscape maintenance and contracting companies. All manual 
watering by landscape maintenance and contracting companies licensed with the State of 
New Mexico Construction Industries Division and registered with the City of Santa Fe 
business registration unit are exempt from paragraph A, above. Landscape companies 
setting timed irrigation systems shall ensure that the systems comply with paragraph A. 

  
            (3)        Acequias. Irrigation from acequias is exempt from paragraph A, above. 

  
            C.        Potable Water Use for Certain Construction and Landscaping Purposes. For 
those construction and landscaping purposes permitted by the New Mexico Environment 
Department to use reclaimed water, potable water use from a fire hydrant is prohibited. 
Reclaimed water from the city's reclaimed water fill station or other facility shall be used for 
such purposes. 
  
            D.        Swimming Pools. Swimming pools located outside shall be covered when not in 
use. Children’s pools less than twelve (12") inches in depth and less than five (5') feet in 
diameter are exempt from this provision. During pool draining, measures shall be taken to 
prevent fugitive water or the introduction of swimming pool water to the stormwater system. 
  
            E.         Vehicle Washing: All manual vehicle washing shall be done with a hose equipped 
with a positive shut-off nozzle. 
  

            (1)        All vehicle washing at residences is limited to once-per month per 
vehicle; and 
  
            (2)        Commercial vehicle sale lots and other commercial and governmental 
entities with on-site vehicle washing facilities are limited to washing each vehicle one (1) 
time per month unless there is a demonstrated public health or safety reason for more 



frequent washings. Commercial vehicle sale lots shall be allowed to wash vehicles at time 
of sale and prior to placing in a showroom. 

  
            F.         Hard Surface Cleaning. Using water to clean hard surfaces with a hose or power 
washer, including but not limited to, the cleaning of tennis courts, sidewalks, driveways, walls, 
parking areas and outdoor eating areas is prohibited except to prevent or abate public health, 
safety or accident hazards when alternative methods are not available. 
  
            G.        Turf. The planting of cool season grass is strongly discouraged. For further 
restrictions see Chapter 14‐8.4 (F)(3‐4). 
  
            H.        Authority to Permit Exceptions. The city water division director has the authority 
to permit exceptions to this subsection provided the water conservation objective is not 
compromised. 
  

25-2.9   Turf Restrictions. 
  
  
            A.        Turf requirements for sports fields and golf courses shall comply as follows: 
  

            (1)        Sports fields or golf courses created after August 25, 2003, shall not 
install turf grass sod or turf grass seed mixes. 
  
            (2)        Sports fields or golf courses created prior to this date which have artificial 
turf shall not convert to natural turf. 
  
            (3)        Sports fields or golf courses created prior to this date which have natural 
turf may be permitted to rehabilitate the natural turf if the area needing to be rehabilitated 
does not exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of the turf area. Rehabilitation of more than 
seventy-five percent (75%) of said turf areas shall not be permitted. Such turf areas 
needing rehabilitation in excess of seventy-five percent (75%) shall be replaced with 
artificial turf. 
  

            B.        This section shall apply to all customers of the city water system except city 
owned sports fields or golf courses or to sports fields or golf courses which are part of a public or 
private preschool, elementary school, junior high school, high school, college or university. 
  
            C.         
  
25-2.11 Other Water Conservation Programs. 
  
            The governing body may adopt other water conservation programs, including but not 
limited to, rebates, vouchers and code requirements for water saving devices. No water user shall 
be eligible for both a rebate or voucher and a retrofit credit for any specific water saving device.  



  
  
  
25-3     WATER WASTE. 
  

25-3.1   Applicability. 
   
            A.        Section 25-3, regarding water waste, shall apply to the following: 
  

            (1)        All water customers of the city water system whether located within the 
city limits or not; 
  
            (2)        All city reclaimed water customers whether located within the city limits 
or not; 
  
            (3)        All customers of the city waste water system whether located within the 
city limits or not; or 
  
            (4)        All private well users located within the city limits. 

  
            B.         
  

25-3.2   Wasting Water Prohibited. 
   
            A.        No person, firm, corporation, or county, state, or federal facility or operation, to 
the extent allowed by law, or municipal facility or operation shall waste water. Wasting water 
shall include the following: 
  

            (1)        The pumping, flow, release, escape, or leakage of any water from any 
pipe, valve, faucet, irrigation system or facility onto any hard surface such that water 
accumulates as to either create individual puddles in excess of ten (10) square feet in size 
or cause flow along or off the hard surface or onto adjacent property or the public right-
of-way, arroyo, or other water course, natural or manmade; 
  
            (2)        During the irrigation of landscaping, the escape or flow of water away 
from the landscaping plants being irrigated even if such flow is not onto a hard surface; 
or 
  
            (3)        Wasting water includesleaks to indoor and outdoor plumbing system 
(faucets, hose bibs, showerheads, toilets, etc.) in excess of 0.25 gallons per minute.  

  
            B.        The following are not considered wasting water. However, water used in such a 
manner shall be minimized: 



  
            (1)        The incidental runoff caused by vehicle washing provided that a shut-off-
nozzle is used; 
  
            (2)        The periodic draining of swimming pools and spas; 
  
            (3)        Flow resulting from temporary city water system failures or malfunctions; 
  
            (4)        Water applied, such as in the cleaning of hard surfaces, to prevent or abate 
public health, safety, or accident hazards when alternate methods are not available; 
            (5)        Flow resulting from vandalism, high winds, emergencies, and acts of 
God; 

            (6)        The occurrence of an unforeseeable or unpreventable failure or 
malfunction of plumbing or irrigation system hardware, prior to the issuance of a formal 
warning notice issued to the water user as set forth in subsection 25-1.4 SFCC 1987; 

            (7)        Flow resulting from firefighting or routine inspection of fire hydrants or 
from fire training activities; 

            (8)        Water applied to abate spills of flammable or otherwise hazardous 
materials; 

            (9)        Flow resulting from a routine inspection or maintenance of the city water 
system; 

            (10)      Water used by the City of Santa Fe in the installation, maintenance, repair 
or replacement of public facilities and structures including but not limited to traffic 
control devices, storm and sanitary sewer structures and road or street improvements; or 

            (11)      Water used by contractors or utilities including but not limited to saw 
cutting of pavement, compaction, or other use required under terms of their contract.  

25-3.3   Warnings. 
  
            For unforeseeable or unpreventable violations, the city shall generally issue a formal 
warning notice prior to taking enforcement action. Prior to taking formal enforcement action, the 
city may instruct the water user to not operate the faulty system until it is appropriately repaired. 
If operating the system is integral to the operation of the facility the city may at its discretion 
provide a fifteen (15) calendar day time period in which to remedy the violation prior to 
commencing formal enforcement action. Once a warning notice has been issued, subsequent 
water waste events shall be subject to enforcement action.  
  

25-4.3   Commercial Water User Rebate Regulations. 
  



            A.        Purpose. The purpose of this subsection is to provide rebate incentives for 
commercial water users to lower water consumption through the installation and use of high-
efficiency water-saving equipment or technology. 
  
            B.        Commercial Water User. For purposes of this subsection, a commercial water user 
is a City of Santa Fe water division customer with a commercial sector designation within the 
current billing system that has installed high-efficiency water-saving equipment. Commercial 
water users also include schools and governmental entities. 
  
            C.        Applicability of Commercial Water User Rebate. 
  

            (1)        The city water conservation office shall apply the one-time rebate to an 
applicant's bill after one (1) year of water use monitoring and an evaluation of water 
savings. For new commercial customers, the one (1) year monitoring period will begin 
after the water saving equipment or technology is installed, not at the time water service 
is established. 
  
            (2)        The rebate shall be applicable to water saving hardware or systems and 
for complex or untested measures which shall be verified by the city. 
  
            (3)        An applicant shall coordinate with the water conservation office prior to 
the installation of retrofits or high efficiency water saving equipment. 
  
            (4)        The rebate amount shall be based on the amount of water the high 
efficiency water saving equipment has saved, up to 50% of the cost of equipment or 
$25,000, whichever is less. 

  
            D.        Application for Commercial Water User Rebate. A new or existing commercial 
water user may apply for a rebate, regardless of meter size. An applicant for a commercial water 
user rebate shall provide the following information on the application: 
  

            (1)        The address and account of the commercial water user to show that the 
commercial water user is a City of Santa Fe water utility customer; 
  
            (2)        The high-efficiency water-saving measures, including hardware or 
systems that relate to the commercial water user's commercial water processes that 
minimize water use and eliminate water waste; 
  
            (3)        Data to show that at least eighty percent (80%) of water fixtures are water 
efficient and free of leaks; and 
  
            (4)        An estimate of the amount of water the commercial water user will save 
as a result of the high-efficiency water-saving measures. 

  
            E.         Application Evaluation. 
  



            (1)        An applicant for a commercial water user rebate shall: 
  

          (a)          Participate in a pre-application meeting with the water 
conservation office for a water use evaluation prior to installation of the 
equipment or technology. 
  
          (b)          Participate in a post-installation inspection of the high efficiency 
water saving equipment with the water conservation office. 
  
          (c)          Provide original receipts for the purchase of the equipment for 
which the rebate is being applied. 
  

            (2)        The city water conservation office shall monitor water consumption of the 
applicant over the course of the first year after the application has been submitted to 
determine whether the overall water consumption per unit has decreased. If after one (1) 
year an applicant's water consumption shows that projected water savings were not met 
then the rebate shall not be applied to the account. 
  

            F.         Administrative Procedures. 
  

            (1)        The city shall administratively establish minimum standards of water-use 
efficiency for qualifying rebates for commercial fixtures, appliances and landscape 
efficiencies, which include, but are not limited to: 
  

          (a)          Replacement of water-cooled equipment with new air-cooled 
equipment 
  
          (b)          Process water reclamation systems 
  
          (c)          Elimination of water intensive phases of industrial processes 
  
          (d)         Cooling tower modifications 
  
          (e)          Industrial laundry equipment upgrades or reuse 
  
          (f)          Large scale irrigation improvements (when applying under this 
category, monitoring of water savings will be two (2) watering seasons). 
  

            (2)        All rebates are given in the form of a credit that is applied to the 
customer's water bill. 
  
            (3)        The city shall administratively establish the quantity of water conserved 
by each piece of high-efficiency water-saving equipment and the amount that the water 
bill will be rebated. 

  
 



25-11   WATER CONSERVATION CREDIT PROGRAM. 

25-11.1                 Short Title. 
  
            Section 25-11 SFCC 1987 shall be referred to as the Water Conservation Credit Program 
Ordinance.  
  

25-11.2                 Purpose. 
  
            The purpose of the city water conservation program is to increase system-wide water 
conservation, to facilitate offsetting impacts on the city's water supply system from new 
development and to supply water for other municipal uses.  
  

  
            (2)        Water Conservation Retrofit Rebate. The city may obtain water 
conservation credits through direct payment and/or credit to residential and commercial 
customers of a rebate upon the customers' replacement (retrofit) of a high-water-usage 
appliance, fixture or landscaping with a qualifying water-saving appliance, fixture or 
landscaping, including a rebate for the installation of rain barrels, or through the city's 
direct installation of water saving devices provided that the following are met: 
  

          (a)          The city shall require satisfactory proof to confirm the retrofit of 
the high water usage appliance, fixture or landscaping with the qualifying 
appliance, fixture or landscaping; and 
  
          (b)          Participating customers shall allow the city to conduct an 
inspection prior to, during, and after the installation of any retrofits and will 
follow the requirements for collection and disposition of old appliances to ensure 
that the old appliances do not return to service. 
  
          (c)          Upon payment and/or credit by the city of the retrofit rebate to a 
customer, the city shall deposit in city water bank in the city's name the 
appropriate amount of water conservation credits. 
  

            D.        Water conservation credits shall be placed in the city's water bank. 
  

              
            (2)        Water conservation credits realized through a retrofit rebate shall be held 
in the city's name for resale to water customers who exceed their allowed water usage 
under an alternative development water budget or a water conservation contract as set 
forth in Section 14-8.13(D)(4) SFCC 1987, for purchase from the bank to offset the 
impact on the city's water system of certain small development projects as set forth in 
Section 14-8.13(E)(2)(b) and (d) SFCC 1987, or for any other public purpose. 
  



            (3)        Certified retrofit credits generated from the previous retrofit program, and 
held in the name of various persons or entities, shall be deposited in the water bank in the 
holder's name and may be sold from there by the holder to fulfill an applicant's approved 
development water budget. 
  

25-11.4                 Administrative Procedures. 
  
            A.        The city shall administratively establish minimum standards of water-use 
efficiency for qualifying retrofit rebate fixtures, appliances and landscaping, including but not 
limited to toilets, waterless urinals, faucets, showerheads, clothes washers, dishwashers, and 
weather-based irrigation controllers. 
  
            B.        The city shall administratively establish the quantity of water conserved by each 
retrofit and the price that it will pay for each water conservation retrofit rebate credit. 
  

25-11.5                 Monitoring, Violations, Penalties, and Remedies. 
  
            Conservation contract water budgets shall be monitored and violations dealt with 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 14-8.13(D) SFCC 1987.  
 



June 28, 2016  

 

 

To: Christine Chavez 

From: Water Conservation Committee 

Cc: Water Conservation Committee members, Rick Carpenter, Councilor Peter Ives 

 

Subject: 2016 Strategic Marketing Plan Review as Requested  

First I would like to thank you for creating a multi-year plan.  This has been one of the goals of the Water 
Conservation Committee for several years.  I personally think it is critical to have a future view even if it 
changes due to changing circumstances (i.e. changing budgets).  Without a map to guide us, where are 
we going? 

The current plan is a great accumulation of data that is highly relevant to a future direction. I have 
highlighted some of these below. There are a few data inconsistencies that should be corrected (e.g. 
irrigation at 42% p.24 and 28% on p.16).  It goes without saying, that more eyes can identify some of the 
small errors. 

Some key highlights out of the report: 

• 73% of Tier 2 water users reside in zip code 87501 and are overwhelmingly white 

• 64% of homes are pre-1994 homes 

• Only 24% of commercial customers participate in the rebate program 

Perhaps most key is the inclusion of the 2015 Santa Fe Basin Study conclusion: Water conservation is a 
key adaptation strategy and action to help reduce a predicted 40-year water demand gap between 
supply and demand and population growth. 

Yet with all the great data and shortfall backdrop, the overall goal of the plan is to MAINTAIN our GPCD.  
Our old goal was a 1% reduction every two years and to be the “water conservation capital of the 
nation”. Maintain seems like a major step backwards.  Water is one of our economic drivers; without 
leadership in this area our economy will suffer.  This was proven in the drought two decades ago.  It is 
key we do not forget history or we will repeat it. 

With the above in mind, I think the plan is a good outline and we should leverage some of its key points 
and augment where it is lacking.  Some specific suggestions: 



• Create an annual scorecard of metrics we will track, at least internally.  Some of the metrics are 
in this report, some need to be added.  Since we know weather is a factor that directly efforts 
our water use, this should be one of the tracked metrics.  We have no control over it, but it does 
impact our success. 

• We live in a community with a large Spanish speaking population; we need more programs 
geared towards this community. 

• We increasingly will have better and better data by customer segments.  Develop a small map of 
what messages and deliverables are targeting which segment.  Track these specific deliverables 
and change them based on success or lack thereof.  Simply creating more may not be the best 
nor effective solution. 

• Although it is agreed outdoor irrigation accounts for some significant portion of our water use, 
in my tenure on the Water Conservation Committee we have never had a focused successful 
effort to target this use.  Determine the number by customer segment, then target and reduce 
this peak. It is critical to our long-term reduction. 

I believe the Water Conservation Committee can and should assist with the above. The creation of the 
Strategic Marketing plan I know is supported by the committee.  Now is the time to engage the 
committee to help drive us to a continual leadership position on water conservation.  It is good for the 
community, is good for our citizens and it is the basis of our economy.   

Thank you for all hard work you and your team do.  It is platform for getting to our leadership position 
that we hold today and it is what we will leverage to remain a leader in the future. 

Sincerely,  

 

Doug Pushard 
Member, City of Santa Fe Water Conservation Committee 





Filter Plant Demolition 

City of Santa Fe, Source of Supply Section/Water Division 
Water Production Update 

Public Utilities Committee Meeting 
July 6, 2016 

All work has been completed at the old Canyon Road Filter Plant (near corner of Cerro Gordo and Upper Canyon 
Road) except for final contouring and seeding of the site. Staff met with members of the Canyon Road 
Neighborhood Association and the Nature Conservancy to talk about neighborhood efforts in voluntary 
revegetation efforts and possible future Dale Ball Trail Connector alignments. 

Water Production for March (through 06/26/2016) 

Water production at the Canyon Road Treatment Plant (CRWTP) increased significantly from previous months 
during 2016 due to the temporary shutdown of the Buckman Direct Diversion for repairs. Production at the 
CRWTP was 125.26 million gallons. Total production for the first 26 days of June from all sources was 
approximately 314.7 MG. Production levels by for the water system from individual sources are illustrated in the 
chart below. Average daily usage (customer demand) during the month of June through 06/26/16 was 12.1 MGD. 

Nichols Reservoir storage levels were at 145.27 (450 ac. ft.), or a 67.41% storage level on April 19th. The storage 
level of McClure Reservoir was increased to 686.16 MG by June 26th, or approximately 63.0% of capacity. 
Combined reservoir storage is 831.14 MG or 63.64%. Current inflow levels to McClure Reservoir have dropped 
dramatically since May and are at 3.25 MGD on this date in contrast to peak flows of 15.0 MG experienced 
earlier in the runoff season. 
(Note: On Friday- April 22'Hi the City of Santa Fe was notified by the Interstate Stream Commission that using accounting method-2, usable 
water in Rio Grande Project storage dropped below 400,000 acre-feet. As a result, the Rio Grande Compact native water storage 
restriction on reservoirs in the Rio Grande Basin constructed after /929, including El Vado Reservoir, all Corps reservoirs, and a portion 
of the storage in Nichols and McClure reservoirs, went into effect as of April 22'Hi, 2016. The City is still under these restrictions. The City's 
Water Division met with interstate Stream Commission staff to discuss possible options for continued storage 

Snow depth in the upper watershed had decreased to 0 inches on June 61
h after several days of higher than normal 

temperatures and a light rainfall in the upper watershed which melted all the remaining snowpack. 

Monthly Water Production for 
June through 06/26/2016 

BOD WTP 

55.86 MG ------::;;;:-
18% 

Buckman 
Wells 115.44 

MG 
36% 

Canyon Road 
WTP 125.26 

MG 
40% 

City Wells 

18.36 MG 
6% 



City of Santa Fe 
Public Utilities Committee Meeting 
July 6, 2016 

Consumer Confidence Reports (CalendarYear2015 SDW A Compliance) 

The Source of Supply Section has disseminated the final Consumer Confidence Report to all City of Santa Fe 
Water System customers and Santa Fe citizens. Copies of that report will also be distributed throughout 2016 to 
other citizens and visitors at distribution points around the City, as well as the main office of the Public Utilities 
Department at 801 West San Mateo. 

Baca Street Well 

The Source of Supply Section and Environmental Compliance Office received an update from the New Mexico 
Environment Department that a final work plan for initial investigation of this site under the Petroleum Corrective 
Fund was approved by the NMED Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau. 

Drought, Monsoon/EI Nino, and ESA Update 

Drought conditions have eased this past year due to the reappearance of a strong El Nino, although February­
June has been relatively dry. NOAA has recently issued an "Alert System Status" (June 20, 2016) which 
indicates that ENSO (EI Nino) neutral conditions are now present with increasing likelihood for La Nina 
conditions (hot/dry) to develop by the summer, with about a 75% chance of La Nina during fall and winter 
2016/17. The dynamic model average indicates La Nina by June-July-August, while the statistical models predict 
a transition to La Nina around September-October-November. Dry conditions in 2016/17 could present 
significant challenges to all water purveyors, water utilities, and irrigators if there is not significant filling and 
carry-over storage in regional reservoirs from the current run-off season and/or monsoon rains. Regional 
reservoir levels on the upper Santa Fe, Rio Grande, and Chama Rivers are still low but rising due to warmer 
temperatures and resultant snowmelt runoff. Preliminary estimates are for an approximate 90% delivery of full 
firm-yield of San Juan-Chama Project water. There are no water-related Endangered Species Act (ESA) updates. 
Updates on ESA issues will be made as needed. Rio Grande Compact Article VII storage restrictions went back 
into effect 4/22/16, which means the City will not be allowed to impound "native" runoff into Nichols and 
McClure Reservoirs above the pre-Compact pool of 1,061 AF (unless an exchange for water is made with the 
NMISC). Updates to this condition will be made as needed. 

Current City of Santa Fe 2015/2016 SJCP Reservoir Storage: 

Heron: 

El Vado: 

Abiquiu: 

6,392 AF (2015 SJCP water must be vacated by September 31, 2016 pursuant to a BoR waiver). 

OAF 

9,047 AF SJCP carry-over from previous years, no time limit to vacate due to storage agreement with 
ABCWUA 

TOTAL STORAGE: 
15,439 AF 



City of Santa Fe 
Public Utilities Committee Meeting 
July 6, 2016 

Downtown Ground Water Monitoring Project 

INTERA Incorporated (INTERA), under contract with the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED), has 
been tasked to conduct additional groundwater and vadose zone assessment activities for historic areas in 
downtown City of Santa Fe (City), Santa Fe County (County), New Mexico. The current area of interest (Site) 
identified for investigation is bounded to the north and east by Paseo De Peralta, the south by East Alameda, and 
to the west by North Guadalupe Street. Planned investigation activities include the design and installation of 
preliminary characterization and monitoring system(s) for both groundwater and soil vapor in historic portions of 
downtown Santa Fe followed by periodic sampling of such system(s), as appropriate, for the purposes of 
identifying and monitoring environmental contaminants of potential concern (COPCs). These additional 
assessment activities are being initiated by the NMED Ground Water Quality Bureau (GWQB) after results of 
previous Brownfields investigations conducted in the area by the City of Santa Fe in conjunction with EPA 
Region 6 and NMED. These investigations indicate chlorinated solvents, particularly perchloroethylene (PERC), 
are present at levels in excess of applicable guidance and standards at some sites in both shallow groundwater and 
soil vapor beneath the City. Well drilling and sampling will be complete by 06/29/2016. 

McClure Fire 

Smoke from the McClure Fire was first reported at 12:21 PM on June 23,2016 by the Barillas Lookout Tower on 
the Pecos/Las Vegas Ranger District. The cause ofthe fire was most likely a lightning strike to a large Ponderosa 
pine tree. Smoke was visible from Santa Fe for a short time in the afternoon. Multiple resources were dispatched 
immediately by the USFS. Air tanker drops and helicopter bucket drops occurred on the late afternoon of June 23. 
Hot shot crews and engines began to arrive on the scene by 2:00PM but because of the weather, including rain, 
were not deployed into the fire zone until the following day. By the afternoon of the 24th, a fire line was 
completed around the fire, and the interior moped within one chain. Trenching on the fire line was done on the 
downhill slopes to catch rolling debris The fire was 100% contained by June 26th due to the rapid deployment of 
resources and rainfall. The burn affected 7.5 acres of forest and occurred in an area ofthe SF Watershed-SFNF 
Wilderness prescribed burn project area covered by the Environmental Assessment (EA) for that project. The fire 
did clean out some of the ground fuels within that 7.5 acres, thus, achieving some desired objectives on a small 
scale. 
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