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Bob 
 
Here is a update for the next WCC meeting 
 
I presented at the ARCSA Conference in Long Beach the WERS tool.   Other presentations that 
were given included the below.  Some of these may be of interest to others on the committee or 
water staff.  If so, let me know and I can download it and send over.Here is a list of 
presentations.  I should be able to pull these off the ARCSA website. Let me know if you would 
like a copy of any of these.  

1. A Risk Based Approach to Design for Rainwater Quality 
2. Life Cycle Analysis of a Rainwater System 
3. Roofing Material Assessment 
4. Urban Rainwater Harvesting - Codes and Regulations 
5. Potable Water Standards 
6. Rain Gardens 
7. Art of Water Reuse and Optimization 
8. Prop 84 Grant to Build For Non-Potable System 
9. Completion of a Study on Quality of Harvested Rainwater 

I also presented at AWRA and several interesting presentations came out of that.  I really think 
this is a conference someone should attend every year. I have requested copies of the following 
presentations.  Let me know if anyone would like to get a copy. 

- Saving Agricultural Water in the CO River Basin 
- Shortage on the CO River Basin - AZ Perspective 
- Comparing Groundwater Regulations Among the Western States 
- Drought Themes - Lessons Learned in CA, TX and the Southeast 

One interesting point for a presentation.  San Fransisco is now at 42 GPCD indoors.  I think we 
are still in the 50s if I am not mistaken.  Starting this year commercial buildings are required in 
shore areas to capture and the end of next year all new commercial will be mandated to harvest 
all stormwater.  They also are allowing and encouraging the sale of harvested water between 
commercial projects.   

WERS Update: 

• The WERS tool is out of pilot and in V1.  There are webinars scheduled for 
December/January and the first training is scheduled in February at SFCC. 

• The Sustainable Commission is finalizing update to Green Building Code.  WERS will be 
integrated into this version of the tool.  This will get finalized early next year and we 
should expect to see it.  But I recommend we have another WERS presentation and how 
the numbers were created and what water savings should occur due to this new approach. 

• WERS and American Rainwater Association have signed a partnership agreement.  



Santa Fe plumbing inspectors are working diligently to get the 2012 UPC adopting with both the 
State amendments as well as possible others, some specifically aimed at making it clear what the 
requirements are for using rainwater for permitted uses within the building. 
 
ICC Update: 

• Comments on the rainwater draft were due on 11/24/15 
• Next step is to review integrate and update document for another round of comments 
• Draft can be found at:  http://www.iccsafe.org/codes-tech-support/codes/code-

development-process/is-rcsdi/ 

Thought the below might interest some of the WCC members. 

  

 

  

How will climate change affect our forest? 

  

Posted: Wednesday, Nov 18th, 2015 
Mike Blakeman  

 
The group of mostly foresters from the Rio Grande National Forest and two regional scientists 
gathered around a set of maps spread out on the conference room table. The colorful maps of the Rio 
Grande National Forest displayed the distribution of current forest cover types. Conversations 
ensued, such as, "No, there aren't any Engelmann spruce in this area," and "This area is too high for 
ponderosa pine." The scientist kept meticulous notes of each comment so that the maps could be 
corrected.  
  Everyone then sat down at table, the room was darkened and another multi-colored map was flashed 
onto a large screen by a digital projector.  
   "This is the model's forecast for distribution of Engelmann spruce in 35 years," said one of the 
scientists. "The green areas are where Engelmann spruce will thrive, the yellow is where conditions 
will be marginal for their survival, and the red is where they will have a less than 5 percent chance of 
survival. They have not and will not exist where the map is white."  
   The map showed the conditions best for Engelmann spruce survival moved up in elevation" a lot.  
   "Okay, let's look at another species. This one is going to surprise you."  
   There was an audible gasp in the room as everyone stared in disbelief at the screen. The map was 

http://www.iccsafe.org/codes-tech-support/codes/code-development-process/is-rcsdi/
http://www.iccsafe.org/codes-tech-support/codes/code-development-process/is-rcsdi/


mostly white with some blotches of red. The map showed where the model projected bristlecone pine 
would survive 35 years from now.  
   The meeting described above occurred at the RGNF Supervisor's Office just a couple of weeks ago. 
The scientists were sharing their recent work concerning a model they developed that predicted how 
climate change would potentially affect the distribution of tree species on the forest . The purpose of 
this work was not to shock people, but to provide information to be used for forest management. The 
scientists suggested that RGNF managers focus restoration efforts for each species in the yellow and 
green areas on the maps, because this would lead to the greatest likelihood of success.  
   A simplified explanation of how the model worked was that it took the temperature and moisture 
ranges different trees species needed and linked that to regional climate projections provided by 
another model. There are multiple opportunities for errors to creep into this tree species distribution 
model. For example, whereas many climate scientists feel confident in climate change average global 
temperature projections, that confidence disappears with regional projections. There are just too 
many variables and too many uncertainties to make accurate regional temperature and moisture 
predictions. At least that is the case at the moment.  
   Still, the model is a bit disconcerting. We have seen 95 percent of our spruce-fir forests become 
infested with spruce beetle in just over 10 years. This may, or may not, be connected to climate 
change the jury is still out. There seems to be more agreement that climate change played a role in 
the tens of millions of acres of lodgepole pine impacted by the mountain pine beetle throughout 
North America.  
   What if the model is right, or at least in the neighborhood of being right? What can we do?  
   There is national direction for all national forests throughout the country to develop and implement 
management strategies to increase the resiliency of forests. A resilient forest is one that can adapt, 
evolve and, perhaps, bounce back from disturbance. Forests naturally do this at local levels from 
local disturbances, but how will they respond to global climate change?  
   Forest managers can use a variety of strategies to assist with building resilient forests, but it is also 
important to understand that nature will respond and fill in the gaps one way or another; it just might 
not be the way we envision or prefer.  
   It's hard to know for sure what the future will bring and this can cause people to be stressed. 
Humans have a way of getting into a rut and believing what we see now is how it should always be. 
It is important for all of us to also be resilient, to be able to adapt to change. After all, ultimately, we 
are in control of our own happiness.  
   Mike Blakeman is the public affairs officer for the Rio Grande National Forest. He spends much of 
his free time scrambling around the mountains with a camera in his hand. 
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2016 SANTA FE WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE 

City Councilors' Conference Room – 200 Lincoln Avenue – 4-6  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Meeting Date   Caption Deadline, 3 PM  Packet Material Deadline, 3 PM 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

JANUARY 12, 2016  DECEMBER 28, 2015  DECEMBER 30, 2015 

FEBRUARY 09, 2016  JANUARY 25, 2016  JANUARY 27, 2016 

MARCH 08, 2016  FEBRUARY 22, 2016  FEBRUARY 24, 2016 

APRIL 12, 2016  MARCH 28, 2016  MARCH 30, 2016 

MAY 10, 2016   APRIL 25, 2016  APRIL 27, 2016   

JUNE 14, 2016   JUNE 01, 2016   JUNE 03, 2016  

JULY 12, 2016   JUNE 27, 2016   JUNE 29, 2016  

AUGUST 09, 2016  JULY 25, 2016   JULY 27, 2016  

SEPTEMBER 13, 2016   AUGUST 29, 2016  AUGUST 31, 2016  

OCTOBER 04, 2016*1  SEPTEMBER 19, 2016  SEPTEMBER 21, 2016  

NOVEMBER 01, 2016*1 OCTOBER 17, 2016  OCTOBER 19, 2016 

DECEMBER 13, 2016  NOVEMBER 28, 2016  NOVEMBER 30, 2016 

        

 

City Councilors' Conference Room – 200 Lincoln Avenue 

*1First Tuesday meeting due to Holiday/Election Day 

10/10/16 Columbus Day - 11/08/16 Election Day 
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