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Date:  April 27, 2015 
 
To:  Water Conservation Committee 
 
From:  Caryn Grosse, Water Conservation Specialist 
    
Via:  Rick Carpenter, Water Resources and Conservation Manager 
  Nick Schiavo, Public Utilities Department and Water Division Director 
   
RE: 13th Annual Children’s Poster Contest Theme Selection 
 
Background: 
Each year, the Water Conservation Office holds a contest for 1st through 6th graders to submit posters 
with a water conservation message. The winning entries are featured in the Water Conservation 
Calendar for the next year. The Calendar is one of the Water Conservation Office’s most requested 
items; in 2015 nearly 5,000 were distributed (up from 4,000 in previous years) making this one of the 
most successful water conservation programs. 
 
Request: 
The Water Conservation requests that Water Conservation Committee vote to select one of the 
following themes which might be used for the 13th Annual Poster Contest:  

• Then and Now; How did my parents/grandparents use water and how is it different from 
how I use water? (This ties in with 2015 campaign “It’s Not Coming Back”) 

• What is Water For? 
• Where Does My Water Come From? 

 
Keep in mind that students find some ideas are easier to translate into a graphic message than others; 
while the Water Conservation Office does not wish to discourage anyone’s idea, students will be 
encouraged to create images which do NOT include depictions of the earth. Trademarked and/or 
copyrighted materials, including reproduction of popular cartoons, are prohibited. The posters will be 
judged on: 

• creativity  
• design  
• clarity  
• water conservation message  

 
The Grand Prize images, themes and deadlines from the last few years have been provided on the 
following page.  
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12th Annual Poster Contest (2014-15) 
Theme: How Water Connects Us 
Submittal Deadline: December 5, 2014 
Judging: January 15, 2015  
Awards Presentation: March 25, 2015 
 
Grand Prize Winner: Meghan Kaschner, 6th grade, EJ Martinez 
Elementary 
 

 
11th Annual Poster Contest (2014) 
Theme: Saving Water is Always in Season! 
Submittal Deadline: December 13, 2013 
Judging: January 24, 2014  
Awards Presentation: April 30, 2014 
 
Grand Prize Winner: Molly Murphey, 4th grade, La Mariposa Montessori  
 
 

 
10th Annual Poster Contest (2013) 
Theme: Show Us Your Water Appreciation 
Submittal Deadline: March 15, 2013 
Judging: March 26, 2013  
Awards Presentation: May 8, 2013 
 
Grand Prize Winner: Tristen Lujan, 3rd grad, La Mariposa Montessori 
 
 
 
9th Annual Poster Contest (2012) 
Theme: Living in a Drought! 
Submittal Deadline: March 23, 2012 
Judging: March 29, 2012 
Awards Presentation: June 13, 2012 
 
Grand Prize Winner: Sabrina De Domenico, 6th Grade, Santa Fe School 
for the Arts and Sciences 
 
 
8th Annual Poster Contest (2011) 
Theme: Fix a Leak 
Submittal Deadline: March 25, 2011 
Judging: March 31, 2011 
Awards Presentation: May 11, 2011 
 
Grand Prize Winner: Alicia Stewart, 6th Grade, Santa Fe School for the 
Arts and Sciences 
 

 



Working Group #3 Update 

 

Legislative Update 

State of New Mexico has adopted UPC 2012 Code 

City of Santa Fe will issue resolution adopting the same as a minimum 

City of Santa Fe Sustainable Green Building Committee Update  

A house built to the current 2009 UPC code would equate to a WERS 100 in the county, and under the 
City Green code, would require a min of 18 points (for instance the 2000 ft2 home).  I ran this city 
scenario through the WERS tool as well, and that equates to 97 if you just did (3) toilets with 1.28 
gals/flush which is worth 18 points on the single line item.  One alternate pathway could be to use an 
Energy Star Dishwasher (highest gals per cycle of Energy Star appliances is 4.25) and Clothes Washer 
with water factor less than 6.0, plus automatic drip irrigation.  This equates to a WERS score of 87 (if 
using the same Energy Star appliances listed below). 

 Here is the full list of assumptions and inputs I used for the WERS score home, and expanded to meet 
the 2012 Green Supplement code prescriptions. 

 ·         2000 ft, 2 under roof 
·         (3) Bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths 
·         (4) Occupants 
·         2000 ft2 softscape (exterior landscape) with automatic irrigation 
·         Flat roof 
·         No rainwater or greywater re-use since it’s not currently required in the City or by this  
           code 
·         Fixtures according to the code maximums.  For toilets, 1.6 max is allowed when more the  
           30 ft upstream of the main drainline so I put one in; others are 1.28 
·         Clothes Washer – Code just says must be Energy Star product, so I picked the largest  
          capacity (5.28 cu ft), highest water factor (4.3) Energy star model I could find 
·         Dishwasher – used the highest use per cycle allowed at 4.25 
·         No other water using equipment installed in the house such as RO, Evap cooler,    
          humidification, etc 
·         Also assumes 1.5 gals water used waiting for hot water as measured at the farthest fixture  
           from the hot water heater – so no recirc line or other strategy there.  This is not addressed 
           in the code that I can see.  However, I also attached the county affidavit for this for 
           anyone not familiar.  It must be submitted with all new permits in the county.  It offers a 
          number of strategies to limit water wasting related to standing water in the hot water 
          lines, one of which is “short hot water line distances” without a definition of what that is. 
  



For outdoor, the 2012 code would require 12 WERS Best Practices points, just on the following lines: 

  

• 2.2.2  Automatic irrigation installed and covering 80% or more 
• 2.2.3  Rain Sensor or soil moisture sensor 
• 2.2.4  Smart controller  
• 2.2.9  Hydrozoning 

 We don’t have specific Best Practices for the other prescriptive requirements of the code.  I also did not 
find any of the Indoor Best Practices in the code, although the code does recommend Leak detection 
and automatic shut-off, just that IF installed they comply with IAPMO IGC115. 

See sections 413.1 and 413.12 of the code regarding the Local Authority having the right to require 
certain stipulations.  So if the City wanted to, they could require the qualified third party designer (2.6.1 
worth 1 pt on our BPlist) and could require low water use plantings (2.1.1 worth 2 pts, and possibly 2.1.3 
also worth 1-5 pts). 

 WERS Update 

Partnerships: 

 1.       A draft MOU has been sent from SFCC to The Coalition on curriculum training. The 
Coalition is currently reviewing. 
2.       I had a very positive preliminary discussion with the Executive Director of ARCSA regarding 
educational offerings. This topic is slated for their Board meeting in either May or June, but I 
reached out to ARCSA to get an understanding of their usual training parameters and to express 
an interest in working together. That interest was strongly reciprocated. 
 
3.       I will be having a similar call with the Alliance for Water Efficiency tomorrow morning. An 
update on that will be sent out before our next WERS meeting. 

Technology: 

Version 1 is in pilot test.  Many improvements based on the inputs thus far.  Working on version 
that is will incorporate the outdoors.  First version is likely to mirror current Santa Fe code, 
Option B model (i.e. ¾ acre feet of water per lot) with the above requirements.   

 

 

 

 



 2015 Meeting Schedule  

Santa Fe Water Conservation Committee 

Location: City Councilors’ Conference Room, 200 Lincoln Avenue 

Time: 4-6 PM  

Day: Second Tuesday of the month (except as noted)  

 

Meeting Date Caption Deadline, 3 PM Packet Material Deadline, 3 PM 

January 13, 2015 Tuesday, December 23, 2014 Monday, December 29, 2014 

February 10, 2015 Monday, January 26, 2015 Wednesday, January 28, 2015 

March 10, 2015 Monday, February 23, 2015 Wednesday, February 25, 2015 

April 14, 2015 Monday, March 30, 2015 Wednesday, April 1, 2015 

May 12, 2015 Monday, April 27, 2015 Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

June 9, 2015 Friday, May 22, 2015 Wednesday, May 27, 2015 

July 14, 2015 Friday, June 26, 2015 Monday, June 29, 2015 

August 11, 2015 Monday, July 27, 2015 Wednesday, July 29, 2015 

September 10, 2015 (Thursday) Monday, August 24, 2015 Wednesday, August 26, 2015 

October 15, 2015 (Thursday) Monday, September 28, 
2015 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

November 10, 2015 Monday, October 26, 2015 Wednesday, October 28, 2015 

December 8, 2015 Friday, November 20, 2015 Monday, November 23, 2015 
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