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Source: Santa Fe Public School District.
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ECONOMY

Employment and job statistics are reported for
each county annually by the New Mexico
Department of Labor. These statistics include
total employment as well as unemployment
rates.

As of January 1, 2008 the minimum wage in the
City of Santa Fe remained $9.50 per hour. This
minimum wage is paid by all employers located
within the city limits. Previously it applied only
to those employers with 25 or more employees,
but City Council made it applicable to all
employers as of January 2008.

Employed Persons-Santa Fe County

The chart below shows total employment levels
for Santa Fe County residents by year since
1997. There are 75,100 county residents
employed either inside or outside the county.
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Source: New Mexico Department of Labor.

Jobs in Santa Fe County

In 2007, wage & salary jobs in the private sector
employed 47,000 in the county, while nearly
19,000 individuals were employed in the public
sector. Employment by leading sectors included:
¢ Government (fed., state, local) — 18,700 (28%)
* Accommodation/Food Service — 8,300 (13%)
* Retail - 8,200 (12%)

* Health Care/Social Assistance — 7,300 (11%)
* Construction — 4,800 (7%)
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Unemployment

One measure of the economic health and
vitality of a region is the unemployment rate —
or those people actively searching but unable to
find a job. Santa Fe County’s average
unemployment rate for 2007 dropped to 2.9%,
over a half percentage point decrease from
2006. The nation’s average unemployment rate
for 2007 was 3.6% and New Mexico’s rate was
3.7% (through September). While 75,000
county residents are employed, approximately
2,330 people were unemployed and looking for
work during a typical month.
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Gross Receipts

Economic activity within the city of Santa Fe
generated an estimated $2.9 billion in taxable
gross receipts in 2007. The decline from 2004
to 2005 may be due to the elimination of gross
receipts tax on grocery items state-wide.

TAXABLE GROSS RECEIPTS
BILLIONS OF
DOLLARS
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Source: New Mexico Taxation and Revenue Department.
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FIRES AND EMERGENCIES

The city began tracking “response time” to calls
for fires and emergency assistance during 1998
using a new computer-aided dispatch system.
This system will allow the city to analyze how
quickly it responds to calls for help. Response
time is a very important indicator to Fire/EMS
departments nation-wide. In many cases, help
during the first 6-7 minutes is necessary in
preventing major property loss and/or death of
a critically ill or injured person. During 2007,
average response time for emergency calls was
6:24 in Santa Fe.

During 2007, the fire department responded to
and fought 175 fires. The 10 year average is
251 fires per year. The city experienced 62
total structural fires in 2007. Brush and grass
fires represent the most common fires in Santa
Fe.

CITY or SANTA FE .
EIRE &
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Emergency medical responses comprise the
vast majority of calls responded to by the Fire
Department. During 2007, the city’s fire
department responded to 8,981 calls (24 per
day) for emergency medical assistance. Each
day the city responds to an average of three
vehicle accidents requiring medical attention.

FIRES
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Structural Fires 45 51 57 33 58 43 54 49 57 62
Vehicle Fires 52 39 40 51 31 45 26 42 30 41
Brush/Other Fires 245 187 213 181 191 162 119 127 111 72
Total 342 277 310 265 280 250 199 218 198 175

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE (EMS) RESPONSES

1998 1999 2000

2001

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Total EMS
Responses

Vehicle Accidents 1,116
w/medical attention*

1,076 1,102

5987 5,972 7,417 7,500 8,000 8,096 8,661

1,130

7,956 8,133 8,981

1,172 1,453 1,505 1,164 1,096 946

Source: Fire Department.
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CRIME

Public safety and protection are vital to Santa crime statistics and calculates national crime

Fe’s quality of life. There are different ways to rates. Santa Fe’s 2007 crime figures can be

measure public safety. Tracking crime statistics adjusted to create a “per 100,000 population”

in the city is a valuable tool in assessing public rate. Santa Fe is compared to other U.S. cities

health and security. of 50,000-100,000 population below. (Rates
for other U.S. Cities are 2006 rates and are

The charts below provide annual crime
statistics reported to city police. During 2007
burglaries increased, while robberies and Crimes Per 100,000 Population
reported rapes decreased. There were also 4 Homicide Rate: Santa Fe 7, other cities 4.8

suicides in the city in 2007, down from 7 in Reported Rape Rate: Santa Fe 59, other cities 34

2006. Robbery Rate: Santa Fe 146, other cities 153

The Federal Bureau of Investigation collects Burglary Rate: Santa Fe 1,514, other cities 789
Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
“Crime in the United States 2006".

rounded.)
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CITY FINANCES

According to the city’s 2007-2008 annual
budget, the City of Santa Fe has financial
resources of $240 million. While the city
receives $97 million in gross receipts tax
revenue, only $3.8 million of the city’s total
revenue comes from property taxes. Santa Fe
has one of the lowest residential property tax
rates of the 10 largest cities in New Mexico.
(Residential property tax rates are
approximately $584 per $100,000 of market
value. The low tax rate helps offset high
property values in Santa Fe.)

The city’s financial resources for the 2007-
2008 budget year come from the following:

* Gross Receipts Tax $97,200,000 (40%

)
* Lodger’s Tax $8,500,000 (4%)
e Franchise Tax $2,900,000  (1%)
* Property Tax $3,800,000 (2%)
e Other Tax $1,800,000 (1%)
e Federal and State Grants $15,500,000 (6%)

)

* Fees (water, sewer, $93,100,000 (39%

parking, etc.)

* Fines, Licenses & permits  $4,000,000 (2%)

e Cash Reserves $5,800,000 (2%)

e Other Sources $7,700,000 (3%)
TOTAL $240,300,000

Bonds and Borrowing

The city borrows money through the sale of
bonds. There are two primary types of
municipal bonds that cities use to borrow
money:

1. General Obligation Bonds — These bonds,
usually approved by voters, pledge
increased property taxes for the repayment
of the bonds. By law, Santa Fe could issue
general obligation bond debt up to 4%
(currently $127 million) of the total tax-
assessed land value in the city.

2. Revenue Bonds — These bonds are issued by
the city to borrow money secured by gross
receipts taxes and other fees and revenues
the city collects, such as water and sewer
fees. Revenue bonds require city council
approval, but generally not voter approval.
Santa Fe relies entirely on revenue bonds to
borrow money. The city currently has
revenue bond indebtedness (outstanding
principal and interest) of $232 million.

* $164 million - gross receipts revenue
bonds

* $54 million - water enterprise bonds

* $14 million - municipal recreation
complex (MRC) bonds

City officials have preferred to use revenue
bonds because the financial burden to pay for
these bonds is shared by residents and visitors
through the purchase of goods and services.
General obligation bonds, on the other hand,
rely on property taxes and therefore place the
burden on local residents.

City Staffing

The city spends approximately one third of its
total appropriated funds on salaries and
benefits for all employees. The city currently
employs 1,878 individuals, of which 1,677 are
full-time. The general fund supports
approximately half of the city staff, while
enterprise funds (i.e. water, sewer, transit),
grants, and other funds directly support the
other half.
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Capital Improvements

“Capital Improvement” is a term that refers to
construction projects initiated by the city.
These improvements often include projects
such as park development, new water and
sewer lines, road construction and mainte-
nance, as well as the building of new fire and
police stations.

City spending for various capital improvement
categories during 2007-2008 is represented in
the graph below.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS SPENDING
FY2007-2008
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Sources: City Annual Budget; Public Utilities Department

During 2007-08 nearly $24 million will be ex-
pended on the city water system, including approxi-
mately $21 million as part of the initial stages of
design/build of the Buckman Direct Diversion
project on the Rio Grande. The Wastewater
Division will complete a $12 million composting
project for sludge disposal at the wastewater treat-
ment plant north of the airport.

Capital improvements funding for the next few
years will continue to be focused on the Buckman
Direct Diversion facility allowing the city to divert
San Juan-Chama project water from the Rio
Grande, northwest of the city.
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Cost of Living

The cost of living index measures local prices
against a national average in several categories
including food, housing, utilities,
transportation, health care, and miscellaneous
goods and services.

Santa Fe and Albuquerque are compared
against the nation, as a whole, with a value of
100 being the national average. Cost of living
figures for 1995 and 2004 (through June) are
provided for Santa Fe. Values in the charts
below are rounded to the nearest whole
number. The reporting agency, The Council for
Community & Economic Research (C2ER),
received no data from Santa Fe during 2007.
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CENSUS STATS

Population

The City of Santa Fe’s population has grown
very consistently since 1980 (see table below)
adding 6,699 people between 1980-1990 then
adding another 6,344 people between 1990-
2000. The growth that many observe when
they discuss Santa Fe has occurred outside the
city limits. While growth within the city was
steady during the last 20 years, growth on the
city’s fringe was not. In 1980 that portion of
the urban area outside the city contained less
than 4,000 people and just 7% of the urban
area population. By 2000, there were nearly

17,000 people in that portion of the urban area

outside the city, accounting for 21% of the
urban area population. As the table indicates,
even higher growth rates occurred outside the

B =

Housing

The city’s housing supply has grown by 50%
since 1980, increasing from 20,154 units to
30,533 units in 2000. Housing growth rates
can be very different from population growth
rates, as can be seen by comparing the annual
rates of increase in the tables below. For
example, while the city’s population growth
rate was 1.1% annually between 1990-2000,
the city’s housing growth rate during the same
period was double that pace at 2.2%. Smaller
family size and more second homes used by
part-time residents account for much of the
difference.

The figures for each geographic area in the
tables below include the figures from the

urban area. geographic area directly above it (e.g. Urban

Area figures include City figures).

POPULATION
Annual Increase
1980 1990 2000 1990-2000
City 49,160 55,859 62,203 634 (1.1%)
Urban Area 53,000* 66,104 79,100 1,300 (1.8%)
Region 62,125 82,134 104,192 2,206 (2.4%)
County 75,360 98,928 129,292 3,036 (2.7%)
HOUSING UNITS
Annual Increase
1980 1990 2000 1990-2000
City 20,154 24,681 30,533 585 (2.2%)
Urban Area 21,810* 28,573 36,579 801 (2.5%)
Region 24,449 34,853 47,459 1,261 (3.1%)
County 28,314 41,464 57,701 1,624 (3.4%)

*Estimate.
Note: Percentages in parentheses are compounded average annual growth rates
rounded to the nearest tenth of percent.
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Santa Fe Area Census 2000
(Census Tract Map)
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Santa Fe Urban Area
Census Data by Tract, 1990 & 2000

Total Children Median Hispanic Housing  Persons per
Census  Population (Ages 0-17) Age Population Units Household'
Tract 1990 2000 2000 2000 1990 2000 1990 2000 2000
1.01 4,106 4,185 508 52.7 896 799 2,504 2,853 1.92
2 3,526 3,581 541 44.3 1,531 1,339 1,705 1,947 1.97
3 2,044 1,814 286 38.3 1,238 939 982 1,089 1.85
4 536 556 22 73.9 125 131 320 374 1.35
5 3,295 2,574 311 48.8 883 705 1,820 1,864 1.78
6 2,469 2,400 324 42.7 709 676 1,369 1,476 1.79
7 2,353 2,139 328 39.5 1,566 1,142 965 1,125 2.01
8 3,120 3,067 641 39.0 2,040 1,708 1,222 1,445 2.22
9 3,397 3,668 770 39.5 1,967 2,138 1,358 1,604 2.32
10.01 2,147 2,089 310 54.2 681 685 986 1,049 1.89
10.02 3,454 3,541 944 29.9 2,357 2,460 1,399 1,459 2.56
11.02 1,566 2,727 525 40.4 240 952 751 1,434 2.08
11.03 2,455 2,366 396 29.5 1,167 1,165 860 839 2.34
11.05 2,824 2,672 574 38.9 1,182 1,091 1,137 1,219 2.20
11.06* 3,116 2,694 538 42.6 2,041 1,672 1,132 1,111 2.36

11.07* 5,953 5,689 1,207 38.4 3,462 3,207 2,106 2,362 2.51
12.01* 4,618 9,533 3,297 27.1 2,987 7,618 1,846 3,245 3.06
12.02* 3,243 4,026 1,181 30.2 2,508 3,182 1,311 1,750 2.67

12.03* 1,606 2,478 807 29.8 969 1,691 660 868 2.92
13* 3,171 8,211 2,748 27.6 2,351 5,836 968 2,924 2.93
103.02 3,336 4,483 955 43.9 1,115 1,767 1,398 2,091 2.26
104 2,267 2,880 475 49.0 278 359 1,102 1,458 2.15
105 1,502 1,603 265 48.3 620 526 672 889 2.15
102.01 (pary) - 124 14 - - 6 - 104 1.65

TOTAL 66,104 79,100 17,967 41.2 32,913 41,794 28,573 36,579 2.35

Note: The following are new tract numbers for Census 2000.

* Tract 11.06 is the same as Tract 11.04, Block Group 3 from the 1990 Census.

* Tract 11.07 is the same as Tract 11.04, Block Groups 1 and 2 from the 1990 Census.

* Tracts 12.01 and 12.02 are approximately the same as Tract 12 from the 1990 Census.

* Tract 12.03 comprises parts of Block Groups 1 & 2, Tract 103.04 and part of Block Group 1, Tract 12
from the 1990 Census.

* Tract 13 is a new tract in Census 2000, comprising part of BG 3, tract 103.04 from the 1990 Census.

Figures in the table embed data from the 1990 Census into Census 2000 tract geography for the purpose of comparison.

! “Persons per household” is the population divided by the number of occupied housing units.
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Census 2000
Economic Characteristics

Median Median Median Value of Population
Census Per Capita Household Owner Occupied Below Poverty Level
Tract Income Income Housing Units (% of tract pop.)
1.01 $45,121 $58,571 $366,800 276 (6%)
2 $25,535 $43,719 $192,100 310 (8%)
3 $18,853 $23,150 $187,200 439 (25%)
4 $29,593 $33,688 $216,700 29 (6%)
5 $40,644 $48,750 $375,600 137 (6%)
6 $28,787 $33,575 $255,600 188 (8%)
7 $22,766 $33,347 $148,600 310 (14%)
8 $19,706 $36,182 $146,800 536 (17%)
9 $19,886 $37,850 $152,000 497 (14%)
10.01 $27,797 $37,262 $261,600 274 (14%)
10.02 $13,778 $26,522 $153,800 1,114 (32%)
11.02 $34,970 $45,365 $292,200 285 (10%)
11.03 $16,488 $43,958 $139,800 371 (20%)
11.05 $26,827 $46,582 $151,500 190 (7%)
11.06 $18,868 $38,175 $137,200 241 (9%)
11.07 $22,108 $45,388 $146,500 431 (8%)
12.01 $13,104 $34,743 $ 73,100 1,443  (15%)
12.02 $14,801 $27,438 $ 63,300 842 (21%)
12.03 $15,793 $37,188 $ 57,900 551 (23%)
13 $14,718 $33,967 $126,800 1,432 (17%)
103.02 $31,342 $59,114 $205,200 209 (5%)
104 $41,676 $80,460 $373,900 98 (4%)
105 $50,973 $63,036 $392,700 130 (8%)
Urban Area Total 10,333  (13%)
Housing Characteristics
Total Single Multi-
Census Housing Family* Family Mobile Other
Tract Units Units Units Homes Units
1.01 2,853 2,411 442 0 0
2 1,947 1,181 729 37 0
3 1,089 694 395 0 0
4 374 95 270 0 9
5 1,864 1,498 366 0 0
6 1,476 965 494 10 7
7 1,125 960 147 18 0
8 1,445 1,207 182 56 0
9 1,604 1,333 139 132 0
10.01 1,049 661 388 0 0
10.02 1,459 689 763 7 0
11.02 1,434 565 855 14 0
11.03 839 484 355 0 0
11.05 1,219 806 403 10 0
11.06 1,111 849 217 34 11
11.07 2,362 1,942 420 0 0
12.01 3,245 1,157 494 1,594 0
12.02 1,750 531 388 831 0
12.03 868 333 25 502 8
13 2,924 1,100 963 861 0
103.02 2,091 1,980 81 30 0
104 1,458 1,411 39 8 0
105 889 859 24 0 6
102.07 (part) 104 104 0 0] 41
TOTALS 36,579 23,815 8,579 4,144 41
(100%) (65.1%) (23.5%) (11.3%) (0.1%)

* Includes attached & detached units.






